


AND FINALLY ...

Take a minute to go back and look at the Scriptures that were used in the lesson. As you look
through them make some mental notes as to which ones jump out at you and which ones are
harder for you to grasp. As you think through this process, ask yourself these questions:

& Dol have a problem giving God ownership of all that | have—including my relationships?

& Are my life goals based around the accumulation of wealth?

B Is there anything in my life that God would say is dishonoring in the way | am pursuing finances

or providing for my family?

& Do | consider myselfto be a giver or a taker?
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CONNECT WITH WOURSELYX

Jesus talked about money as much as He talked about anything during His
public ministry. He even said that man cannot serve both God and money.
There were a lot of things Jesus could've substituted for money in that
statement but He did not. He knew the power of money and the crippling
hold it can have on us.

As you look at your own life, | challenge you to ask yourself a few very
honest questions. Sometimes when it comes to money we tend to over
spiritualize things that we have no intention of living out. | do not want
you to do that, | just want you to be honest. Do you really prioritize your
relationship with God over the accumulation of wealth? Are you really
prepared to take a job that pays less and will demand from you a lifestyle
that is lower on the ladder than what you have become accustomed to
just to be in God's will? Sometimes we feel like this type of devotion is only
asked of preachers and missionaries, but these verses apply to everybody.

Take some focused time and really search your heart as you ponder
these questions. I, like you, want to be comfortable and provide for my
family, but the last place | want to be is in a big house, driving a fancy car
outside of the will of God. | have learned in my short life that you may be
able to find comfort or peace in the midst of suffering, but you can’t buy
happiness and contentment.

CONNECT AS A COUPLE

One of the highest reasons for divorce today is money problems. Money
can get between couples very quickly and begin to destroy what was once
a great, healthy relationship. This lesson should become a great starting
point for you and your spouse to begin talking about what your life goals
are and how finances play a part in that. Let me give you a couple of
thoughts to wrestle through as you have this discussion.

First, have you and your spouse agreed on what type of lifestyle you will
pursue? | know this might sound like a stupid question, but the older you
get and the more money you make the bigger this issue becomes. Are you
going to buy the bigger house just because you can afford it? Are you going
to buy the nicer car just because you got the bonus? These are all issues of
lifestyle that should be determined before you get to the point of decision.

Second, will you be known as givers? This is something that has to
be determined and established early. Do not wait until you have “money”
to begin giving. Decide together to give of your time, invite people
to your homes, just give of yourself. Make giving a lifestyle, not an event
or a discipline.
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