





IN THE WORD

WEEK OF DEC. 7 // 1 THESS. 1:1-10

DIG DEEPER

WORD STUDY

ELECTION (Greek: ekloge)—
“divine selection,” from
eklegomai, “to select, make
choice, choose out, chosen.”
The same word is also found
in Acts 9:15; Romans 9:11,
11:5,7,28; and 2 Peter 1:10.

LISTEN TO...
Song: “Only a Man”
Artist: Jonny Lang
Album: Turn Around

WATCH

“Laminin,” an excerpt from
Louie Giglio’s message “How
Great is our God.” Find the
video at godtube.com.
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RUNNING TO
SET THE PACE

YOUR EXPERIENCE OF KNOW-
INGAND LOVING GOD SHOULD
BE STRENGTHENED BY THE EX-
AMPLE OF OTHERS AND THEIR
INPUT IN YOUR LIFE. That’s the
way He designed it. You can’t be
who God wants you to be apart
from other believers, and vice
versa.

LOOK FOR GOD’S WORK IN YOUR
LIFE (READ 1 THESS. 1:1-4).

God’s acceptance of you is
based solely on His loving choice
to adopt you. Because of Jesus,
God freely forgives us and makes
us clean before Him. Because
of Jesus we can pursue lives of
faith, hope, and love, knowing
that failure will not change God’s
love for us. We belong to our Fa-
ther and have the promise of His
power to transform us.

The fitting response to God’s
gracious work in your life is the
response Paul modeled—a con-
stant attitude of thankful prayer.
It’s the groundwork for becoming
a person who He wants us to be:
someone worth imitating.

BIBLE STUDY LEADERS
Find teaching plans and commentary for
groups at www.threadsmedia.com/collegiate.

RESPOND WITH JOY

(READ 1 THESS. 1:5-6).

| love the way Paul described the
initial response of the Thessalo-
nians to the gospel (1 Thess. 1:6).
When believing the gospelbrought
about much affliction, their joy
didn’t evaporate. Affliction and joy
lived side-by-side among these
believers, which tells us their faith
was genuine.

What might it look like in your
life to receive the gospel as the
Thessalonians did, “in power, in
the Holy Spirit, and with much
assurance” (v. 5)? You must de-
velop a desire for the Word of
God. You will find that the path to
godliness always involves loving
and knowing God’s Word.

SPREAD THE WORD OF JESUS
(READ 1 THESS. 1:7-10).
Paul called the Thessalonians
an example (1 Thess. 1:7). They
were determined to leave behind
the worship of idols and devote
themselves to the one true God.
The introduction of Paul’s
first letter to the Thessalonians
is areminder to humbly acknowl-
edge God’s redemptive grace,
respond in joy to the wonderful
message of the gospel of Christ,

and faithfully tell others about
Jesus. This is the simple foun-
dation of a life worth imitating.
God doesn’t expect perfection.
Instead, He wants you to ear-
nestly seek to love Him with all
your heart and let that love pour
out of your life and conversation
into the lives of others. When you
make a mistake, confess it and
move on.

To have this kind of influence
on others you must be close
enough to people to let them see
into your life. Sometimes, despite
being overwhelmed with social
connections, itis difficult to name
one solid friend or mentorwho re-
ally knows you. Take the initiative
in creating meaningful Christ-
centered friendships. Remember
that God Himself is transforming
you into the person He desires.
He is the One who reached out to
you and made you His own. And
He is the One giving you strength
and the desire to walk with Him
every day.

THINK ABOUT THIS

God has equipped you to be a
person worth imitating. How can
you set an example? Would Paul
be able to say of you “we don’t
need to say anything,” because
your life stands alone as a testi-
mony to the transforming power
of the gospel?

TELLING
OTHERS ABOUT
THE GOSPEL

NO ONE ENJOYS RELATION-
SHIPS THAT ARE FAKE OR CON-
TRIVED. Honest relationships
mean more to us and more signifi-
cantly impact our lives.

People need to know that God
wants a real and ongoing relation-
ship with us. Because He loves us,
He wants to know us deeply. But
you can’t overlook the fact that
this amazing relationship starts
through a very ordinary means:
the simple communication of the
gospel. Your relationship with
Jesus began when you heard the
gospel and believed. You can give
others the same opportunity.

SPEAKWITH COURAGE

(READ 1 THESS. 2:1-4).

How many times have you missed
a chance to communicate the gos-
pel because you were afraid? Per-
haps you rationalized the missed
opportunity by claiming the tim-
ing wasn’t right. Or you were
unsure if a person’s “heart was
ready.” You will always find room
for improvement in your ability to
communicate the gospel. But no
matter how inadequate you feel,
you should never be afraid to in-

ONLINE DAILY DEVOTIONS

clude Christ in your conversation.

In 1 Thessalonians 2, Paul
wrote how he suffered greatly in
Philippi, but when he set out for
Thessalonica he had a renewed
sense of courage to share the
gospel. Notice where Paul said his
courage came from—not in him-
self, but in God. Step out in cour-
age and see where God leads you.
He will give you the strength.

SPEAK OUT OF LOVE

(READ 1 THESS. 2:5-8).

People usually sense when you
are genuinely interested in them.
They can tell if you’re giving a
sales pitch or sharing your life
story. The people with whom Paul
was sharing were so important to
him he said he wanted nothing
more than to share all of himself
with them. In addition to giving
them the message of Jesus, he
wanted them to have the gift of
his love and friendship.

SPEAKWITH YOUR LIFE
(READ 1 THESS. 2:9-12).
Sometimes there is an obvious
disconnect between a believer’s
words and action. As a Christian,
you should strive to live in such a
way that your repentance, learn-
ing, and growth is evident, even in
the times of struggle.

A life that truly affirms the gos-
pel is a life of love and hope to
those who need Jesus. The goal is

By Mary Lynn Burns, a graduate of Quachita Baptist University.
Subscribe to our RSS feed at www.threadsmedia.com/collegiate.

not to merely be good in the pres-
ence of unbelievers, butto be good
to them. Are you showing Christ’s
love in your actions?

SPEAK FOR CHANGE

(READ 1 THESS. 2:13-16).

The spreading of the gospel rests
in the wisdom and power of God.
It should be our desire to see
non-believers come to believe
the gospel and embrace Christ.
When the Thessalonians heard
Paul’s teaching, Paul said they ac-
cepteditas “the message of God”
(1 Thess. 2:13).

God wants you to be His voice
to those He has placed around
you. Give people all of yourself,
and give all of yourself to commu-
nicating the gospel. Your words
and your life work together to
bring others to Jesus. Pursue real
friendships with people who need
to hear the gospel. Talk to them
about Jesus. Love them. And pray
that God will open their hearts to
respond to His love.

THINK ABOUT THIS

To communicate the gospel, you
must have courage. Is there some-
one in your life who you are not
communicating the gospel to be-
cause of fear/insecurity? Pray this
week for courage to be an ambas-
sador of the gospel.

IN THE WORD HiE

1 THESS. 2:1-16 // WEEK OF DEC. 14

DIG DEEPER

VERSES TO CHECK OUT

* Matthew 5:13-
On being salt, light, and a city
on a hill.

® Ephesians 6:18-
On intercession and the bold
proclamation of the gospel.

® Acts 4:29-
On the power of the Holy Spirit
in preaching the gospel and
the unity of those who believe.

STUDY ON

For practical tips on relational
evangelism, read the article
“Sand & Light” on pages 54-57.

LISTEN TO...

Podcast: “Preaching the Gospel”
Speaker: Timothy Keller

Web site: theresurgence.com

Song: “Say It With Your Life”
Artist: Warren Barfield
Album: Worth Fighting For
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Spring breakers share rides, pancakes,
and Jesus at BeachReach

/

by Brooklyn Noel

“Matthew 4:16 says, ‘The people who live in darkness have seen a great light.” How | pray it
would be so for BeachReach 2008. May our students and leaders shine so brightly for you, Je-
sus, that the enemy flees. | pray salvation over the city.”

So reads the January 25, 2008, journal entry of Angel Ellis, BeachReach coordinator. More
than a month before heading to Panama City Beach, Florida, for what was essentially a three-
week mission trip, Ellis made her petition known to her Lord.

Ask, and you shall receive.

ABANDONED

As a unique outreach ministry to college students celebrating spring break, BeachReach is a
time of meeting needs and sharing Christ. Church and campus ministry groups from across the
country come to this Florida resort town expressly for the weekly events.

“It’s chaotic,” BeachReach guest coordinator Jason Hale recalls, thinking back to his late-
night shifts at the ministry’s headquarters in Panama City Beach. Hale served as a guest coor-
dinator during the second week of the 2008 event. “From the time we turn on the phones, there
is non-stop ringing.”

Calls requesting free transportation come into the call centerfrom collegiate partiers who’ve
earlier received the local phone number from student volunteers. Volunteers mostly handle the
call centerand the bulk of the BeachReach efforts to minister to the partiers. An adult coordina-
toris present in case a difficult call comes in or a complicated situation arises.

On the Thursday night before he planned to return home to Nashville, Tennessee, Hale was
the coordinator on duty when such a call came in.

“Tiffany, a BSU [Baptist Student Union] student from Mississippi State, said a guy named
Juan had called,” Hale said. “She wasn’t sure how to handle it, so she asked me to call him.”

Within minutes, Hale was on the phone. ‘Juan,’ it turns out, was actually John*, and he had
quite literally been abandoned.

52 * Not his real name. BEACHREACH—Sponsored by LifeWay Christian 53
COLLEGIATE Resources, BeachReach was founded over 20 COLLEGIATE
Winter 08/09 years ago by Baptist Collegiate Ministries. Winter 08/09



“John and his two friends planned a
cruise to the Bahamas for spring break,
but when they got to the boat, one of the
friends didn’t have proper identification
and they were denied boarding,” Hale re-
called John explaining. In an effort to “sal-
vage” spring break, the boys headed to
Panama City Beach for a couple of days.

The morning before he called Beach-
Reach headquarters, John had ventured out

S ]\—Q{/ ek{j W@
WM@ Sof 1’4
ﬁd"\"’@Jk o ﬂf@ﬂw W

“God was working on my heart in that
moment saying, ‘You can stay here and
maintain all 99 things you’ve got going on,
oryou can go get the one lost sheep,’”” Hale
said. “I gotta go get this guy,” he remem-
bers thinking.

As he prepared to leave to pick up John
for a BeachReach midnight pancake break-
fast, June Scoggins, associate BSU director
at Mississippi State, approached him.

a random customer in line at a fast-food
restaurant.

As accidental as it all sounds, Ellis isn’t
shocked. She’s heard (or experienced) hun-
dreds of similar BeachReach stories.

The moments such as John’s story, the
moments when light conquers darkness,
the enemy flees, and salvation occurs,
keep volunteers returning to BeachReach
each year.

SHOW ME LOVE, SHOW ME JESUS

For many, the concept of beach evangelism stirs up images of dis-
tributing tracts to nameless sunbathers and nightclubbers or build-
ing sand sculptures of the cross. Even though the intentions behind
methods such as these are legitimate, when sharing the gospel,
being relational is the number-one priority. You are sharing Christ
with a person, not a statistic. Keep these practical things in mind:

¢ LISTEN UP! Everyone has a story, and that story is the connecting

in search of a fast-food breakfast. While he “The Holy Spirit spoke to my heart,” she Ellis maintains that God created human- point for the redemption and glorification of God in a person’s life. I
was away, his co-travelers took the carand  told Hale as she handed him $40. “l don’t  a trendily-dressed young man who “you ity to share Him. She added that one can When you’re willing to listen, you prove not only a genuine care for '
left John behind. care what you do with it, but there’s some-  could just tell was at the end of his rope.” see in Scripture that Jesus went to where the person as a person, but also show confidence in the fact that
Distraught, without money, hungry,and  one out there tonight who needs this.” Thethree menreturnedtoRock’ltLanes, the sinner was, and He would be there to- God was working in a person’s life long before you showed up.
lacking any transportation, John remem- A bit surprised, but not really shocked the bowling alley that donates space as the day as well.
bered a small card he’d received with in- (God moves mysteriously sometimes), “cafeteria” for BeachReach pancake break- John’s story is one of hundreds from e BE RELATIONAL. You should be so overflowing with compassion
structions to “Call this number if you need Hale briefly recounted John’s story for fasts. John, who was more than 700 miles BeachReach. Some are more tragic—the for those who don’t know Christ that you want to be sure they hear
a ride.” That card, given by a BeachReach  Scoggins. from home, then came face-to-face with youngwoman found unconscious and badly about Him. Share your personal experiences, especially common
volunteer, was John’s last hope. “Well, tell him that there’s a mama  Emily, a BeachReach volunteer and former injured at the side of the road; or more non- links between their story and yours. Being a real person with real
“Can you give me a ride to the bus sta- down the street who loves him,” Scoggins  coworker from Indiana. specific—the broken confessions that spill imperfections says a lot about God and His grace.
tion tomorrow morning?” asked John. His told Hale. “If he was my son, I’d want some- Looking back, Hale remains amazed. from collegiate hearts over pancakes and
father had purchased him a bus ticket back  one to take care of him.” “Out of 300 volunteers that week, she [Em- syrup; or more abstract—the hundreds of * PRAY. Prayer can’t be overemphasized and should blanket every-
to Indiana. ily] ‘just happened’ to be working that shift potential drunk-driving accidents avoided thing you do on a mission trip. In addition to praying in preparation,
“We can do that,” Hale said. “By the RESCUED and John ‘just happened’ to know her. through a free-ride service. ask those who you talk with what specific things you can pray for
way, are you hungry?” Hale knew that John Hale recruited Indiana University BCM “It was such a neat moment to see the They are all memorable in one way or them. People rarely turn down the opportunity for someone to pray.
needed more than a ride to the bus sta- (Baptist Collegiate Ministry) director Toby  way God orchestrated the whole thing.” another. Hearing their requests can reveal what they’re dealing with.
tion, and felt impressed to see the situation  Havens to accompany him to pick up John. Over pancakes served in a bowling al- “Many groups had been praying for the
through. When they arrived, Hale said they found ley during hours after midnight, the group students who would travel to spring break ® GOSPEL BASICS. The gospel at its core is a simple message of sal-
discussed God, faith, and life. to party, and Chris Tomlin’s song ‘God of vation from sin by God’s grace alone and not by any work we could
Before returning to headquarters to This City’ had played throughout many vans ever do (see “True Love” on page 17). Don’t muddy the gospel with
close up for the night, Hale remembered as [the volunteers] traveled to Panama City theological debates that aren’t necessary for salvation—unless of
the $40 in his pocket. Beach,” Ellis said. course the person asks you.
“By the way,” Hale told John, “l was told Though she was unfamiliar with the
BEACHREACH is a ministry opportunity for college students to give this to you.” He handed John the song before BeachReach, Ellis wasn’t sur- e REMEMBER: A HUNGRY MAN HAS NO EARS. If a person has an
and adult volunteers to meet, serve, and pray for collegians money and explained about Scoggins. prised to find that Tomlin’s lyrics ‘just hap- immediate need and you can help them, they are more likely to talk
who have come to Panama City Beach, Florida, on spring break. Emotionally, John asked Hale to hug pen’ to echo herJanuary journal entry. with you and share their story. This is the idea behind BeachReach’s
Students provide free rides to partiers and a pancake breakfast Scoggins for him—a request Hale made “You’re the light in this darkness. You’re pancake breakfasts and free rides.
each morning. For more information, visit www.threadsmedia. certain to fulfill. the hope to the hopeless. You’re the peace
com/events. to the restless. You are...” e NERVOUS ABOUT SHARING? BE ENCOURAGED:
MOVED 1 Peter 4:14
BEACHREACH 2009 John caught his bus the next morning. El- Brooklyn Noel is a media relations specialist at 1John 4:4
March 7-13, March 14-20, March 21-27 lis and another volunteer took him them- LifeWay Christian Resources. Now that her col- Hebrews 13:20-21
selves. On the way, they had a chance lege days at Auburn University have passed, Acts 1:8
opportunity to share with and encourage spring break generally means a couple of days off Luke 18:27
. work to thoroughly clean her house.
54 SPRING BREAK CAPITOL OF THE WORLD—Panama City Beach s the 55
COLLEGIATE unofficial spring break capitol of the world, or at least North America. COLLEGIATE
Winter 08/09 The LA. Times reported that in 2008 an estimated 225,000 (that’s a Winter 08/09

quarter of a million!) spring breakers traveled to PCB.
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WHAT | LEARNED

IN COLLEGE

by Linda Osborne

v T

| LEARNED THAT THE WORLD WAS ’
BIGGER THAN WINONA, MISSISSIPPL. |
Now, Winona continues to be a happening little town
with a Wal-Mart, Sonic, and some very tasty catfish. It
has quite a few Protestant churches, a small Catholic
church, and even some people who don’t know Jesus.
Through the BCM (Baptist Collegiate Ministry) Summer
Missions program, | experienced much more of the world.
The tastes, the smells, the poverty, the lostness, and the
kindness of the people | met grabbed my heart.

| LEARNED TO PLAY MS. PAC MAN—

AND REALLY WELL, THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Ms. Pac Man was quite the trend setter. Without her,
there’d be no Xbox or Wii. She was located in the lobby of
my residence hall, costing only a quarter per game. | oc-
casionally skipped meals in order to have more quarters
to play. | learned hertheme song on the piano. And, lwon.
My college roommate, sweet as she was, tried. However,
she chose to eat and sleep. | chose to win.

| LEARNED A BIT OF MY PURPOSE IN LIFE.

Sure, | picked a major my freshman year and attended
class semi-regularly, but it was outside of the classroom
that | discovered direction for my life. | grew through
forming relationships with mentors, having late-night
conversations with friends, making connections with
international students, and participating in campus life.
Saying yes to a wide variety of ministry opportunities
through my campus ministry and my college church gave
me insight into my reason for being.

| LEARNED TO LEAD.

Having been voted Friendliest Sophomore Girl at WHS,
| felt as though | was ready for anything at Mississippi
State. It was so good for me o be given stretching lead-
ership roles. | learned there was more to leading people
and events than | thought and there was more to me than|
knew. What a fun leadership journey college was!

Linda Osborne is a graduate of Mississippi State University and still
cheers for the Bulldogs. She is currently National Collegiate Ministry
Leader for LifeWay.
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