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OCTOBER 2008

TEAGHING PLANS

AN EXPLORATION OF THE BOOKS OF 1 AND 2 KINGS

TELL ME THE STORY AGAIN...

Thisissue we’re going old school—way back to the first part of the Old Testament. Not sure what
your students remember about all the kings (and queen)? You’re going to have the opportunity
to introduce or reacquaint them with some amazing stories. If this is the first time they’re
digging into the Scriptures of the OT, they are in for a drama-filled treat—and an opportunity to
discover a lot about wisdom, obedience, and knowing God in a deeper way.

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW...

With this quarter, we have redesigned the Collegiate online features, bringing you a more
structured teaching plan with additional helps and more relevant questions to equip you to lead
a strong discussion-based lesson. The same sections are here: Getting Started helps introduce
the topic and get your students engaged in the lesson. Explore the Bible leads them through the
Scripture passages of the lesson, helping them understand the text, its historical and cultural
context, and what it means to them today. Apply to Life gives you ideas for furthering the
application of the Scripture, so students can take active steps to process what they’re learning
and how it impacts their lives. Be sure you also utilize the commentary provided (threadsmedia.
com/collegiate) to help with your preparation and personal study of the lessons.

Of course, we know our work is not done. All things can be improved and we are anxious to
know what you think of the new Collegiate. So please send us your questions, thoughts, and
suggestions. Let us know what we could do better and how these teaching plans could be even
more relevant to your students and your ministry.

Waiting to hear from you,
Valerie Hancock

editor in chief of Threads
valerie.hancock@threadsmedia.com



BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF OCT. 5// 1 KINGS 14{21-16:34

% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

e A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE

* YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

* YOUR PERSONAL DECISION-MAKING LOG AND
AREWARD FOR YOUR GROUP MEMBER, IF YOU
PICKED THIS “APPLY TO LIFE” OPTION LAST WEEK.

e THE SONG “TROUBLE OF THE WORLD” BY KEVIN
MAX, FROM THE ALBUM THE BLOOD, TO PLAY FOR
THE CLASS AS THEY ARRIVE.

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTERS

REHOBOAM—Solomon’s son; King of Israel
after Solomon’s death and became king of
Judah (Southern Kingdom) after the kingdom
split. Ruled from ¢. 975-958 B.C.

ASA—Third king of Judah; worked to remove
idolatry and its immoralities from the land and
maintain the true worship of God. Ruled from c.
956-916 B.C.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

“In 1 Kings 14—16 we see a great contrast
hetween two kings. Rehoboam allowed and
participated in the social evils of the day, while
Asa cleansed the nation of its sinful practices
when he took over the throne.” —from page 34
of Collegiate Magazine

FOCAL PASSAGES
1 KINGS 14:21-16:34; 2 CHRONICLES 1216

KEY VERSES
1 KINGS 14:22
1 KINGS 15:11

For an article that looks at modern idolatry,
refer to “Snakes on a Pole,” on page 26 of your
Collegiate magazine.

'For more background information, refer to Holman lllustrated
Bible Dictionary, ed. Chad Brand, Charles Draper, and Archie
England (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003).
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GETTING STARTED

Have the song “Trouble of the World” by Kevin Max playing
in the background as students arrive.

Begin today by asking students to consider their culture at
large by discussing the seemingly evolving issue of evil.
Engage them with these questions:

e What are some arenas in which you have heard the use
of the word “evil”?

* Do you think our culture believes in the reality of evil?
Why or why not?

¢ If not, what has replaced the concept of evil?
* How do you see the ambiguous idea of evil working
itself out in areas of pop culture, education, and

entertainment?

Lead discussion on the appropriate Christian response to
| this mind-set.

. How can a Christian stand against evil when evil is not a
concept embraced by society?

e How does the idea of tolerance relate to this one?

* How does the Christian live a godly life in the middle
of evil?

HELP

Draw the discussion to a close by pointing out that
according to the Bible, evil is a reality that must be
contended with.

The passages from 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles point out this
reality and both the failure and consequences of doing

nothing against it. The text also reveals the extreme pres-
sure that comes to a person when they desire to stand for
good in the world. The question remains, though, of how.



EXPLORE THE BIBLE

1). DON'T PUT UP WITH EVIL (1 KINGS 14:21-29).

READ 1 KINGS 14:21-29.
2Now Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, reigned in Judah.
Rehoboam was 41 years old when he became king;
he reigned 17 years in Jerusalem, the city the LORD
had chosen from all the tribes of Israel to put His
name. Rehoboam’s mother’s name was Naamah the
Ammonite.

22Judah did what was evil in the LORD’S eyes. They
provoked Him to jealous anger more than all that
their ancestors had done with the sins they com-
mitted. #They also built for themselves high places,
sacred pillars, and Asherah poles on every high hill
and under every green tree; *there were even male
shrine prostitutes in the land. They imitated all the
abominations of the nations the LORD had dispos-
sessed before the Israelites.

2|n the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king
of Egypt went to war against Jerusalem. *°He seized
the treasuries of the LorD’S temple and the treasur-
ies of the royal palace. He took everything. He took
all the gold shields that Solomon had made. #King
Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place and
committed them into the care of the captains of
the royal escorts who guarded the entrance to the
king’s palace. 2Whenever the king entered the
Lorp’s temple, the royal escorts would carry the
shields, then they would take them back to the royal
escorts’ armory.

29The rest of the events of Rehoboam’s reign, along
with all his accomplishments, are written about in
the Historical Record of Judah’s Kings.

e Do you see any similar tendencies in this historical
example and what you see currently happening now?

OO

e What sort of idols do you see in contemporary society?

O e Are there any idols you see even inside the church?
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e Why do you think people are so prone to idolatry?
- o |sidolatry more obvious or subtle now than it once was?

e Isit appropriate to call actions like that “evil”?
Why or why not?

During this time in history, Israel was divided into the
northern and southern kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Reho-
boam was one of Solomon’s sons who reigned over Judah.
Although Judah was stable politically, it was not spiritually
stable. Rehoboam was one of the kings who helped send
Judah down a spiritual and moral spiral that repeated itself
through several kings. Although Solomon was a godly king,
he also married many foreign wives and was introduced to
idol worship through them.

Explain Asherah poles. (See the definition in “Word Study”

on page 34 of Collegiate.) They were wooden symbols of

a female deity. Male prostitutes would perform in order to

release to the people the deity’s “fertility power.”

e Given his father, Solomon, was a godly king, why do
you think Rehoboam allowed a situation like this under
his watch?

¢ How do you think idol worship influenced Rehoboam
personally?

¢ How did his family influence contribute to his attraction
to sinful practices?

¢ How did the nation reflect the toleration of sin?
¢ How do those around us shape our view of sin?
e Why is it imperative to have a clear view of sin?

e What could be the consequences if your view of sin
is cloudy?

e What’s the definition of “tolerance” and how is it
misused today?

BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF OCT. 5 // 1 KINGS 14:21-16:34

Tolerance: A fair, objective, and permissive attitude toward
opinions and practices that differ from one’s own (diction-
ary.com.

e Should Christians be a tolerant people? Why or
why not?

* |sthere a difference between Christian tolerance and
the cultural definition of the word? What is it?

e Why is tolerance so easily embraced?

Allowing evil to prevail when the person has the power to
do something, as did King Rehoboam, is not the definition
of tolerance. As Christians, we are called to love people as
they are, while standing against sinful practices.
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2). GETRID OF TEMPTATION (1 KINGS 15:9-24).

READ 1 KINGS 15:9-15.
9In the twentieth year of Israel’s King Jeroboam,
Asa became king of Judah; *°he reigned 41 years in
Jerusalem. His grandmother’s name was Maacah
daughter of Abishalom. '

1Asa did what was right in the LORD’S eyes, as his
ancestor David had done. ?He banished the male
shrine prostitutes from the land and removed all

of the idols that his fathers had made. He also
removed his grandmother Maacah from being queen
mother because she had made an obscene image

of Asherah. Asa chopped down her obscene image
and burned it in the Kidron Valley. *The high places
were not taken away; but Asa’s heart was completely
with the LORD his entire life. *He brought his father’s
consecrated gifts and his own consecrated gifts into
the LoRrD’S temple: silver, gold, and utensils.

e What are the differences between King Rehoboam and
King Asa and how they reigned over Judah?

e Why do you think there was such an abrupt change?
e What do King Asa’s actions say about generational sin?

* Have you ever seen this sort of generational change in
your or another’s family? What were the circumstances?

e What kind of opposition do you think Asa met as he
sought reform?

We see an about-face in the spiritual character of Judah’s
new ruler, Asa. Unlike his father and grandfather, Asa
did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. He was one of
Judah’s few “good” kings, and he attacked the sin and
evil that had permeated throughout his nation.

e What are some current “social evils” or generational
sins you or your friends deal with today?

e How do you think Asa’s family reacted to him?

e What sort of evil has become accepted as commonplace

in the society at large?

e What kind of pressure would you face if you stood
against it?

¢ How might we justify our inaction in light of these evils?

e What can we turn to for encouragement during times of
opposition?

e What are some initial ways you might act like Asa to

take steps against an evil influence, even to the point of

going against family members?

Discuss how we are each responsible for our own ac-
tions. We can look at how our parents or grandparents
lived life, but ultimately we have to take on the respon-
sibility to walk in repentance and faith in Christ. Genera-
tional sin can be stopped with us if we choose to and
allow the Lord to do the work in us.

* How do you handle the presence of sin within your family?

* How do you show love to your family members without
condemning them for their sin?

e What is your plan to stop generational sin?

Allow time for discussion. Help students think through
how they can make positive changes in their family and
how best to allow God to work in the situation.

(Suggest students read the C.S. Lewis book, The
Problem of Pain. Lewis explores the human assumption
that God loves us less because we experience pain in
our lives.)

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, SEE “THINK ABOUT THIS”
ON PAGE 34 OF COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE.




APPLY TO LIFE
HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION, HOW DO | DEAL WITH EVILNESS?

Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the
session with prayer.

OPTION 1:

Instruct students to form small groups and discuss which “social evil” is the most dif-
ficult to confront in our generation. Instruct them to describe solutions they have seen
work and which solutions they have seen cause more problems in standing up against
this sin. Bring students together into a large group and allow them to share their re-
sults. Make plans to work toward at least one solution.

OPTION 2:

Distribute pens and paper and instruct students to write the generational sin they see
being passed on through their family. Then tell them to write a prayer to the Lord, ei-
ther asking Him to reveal what the sin might be or reveal an exit strategy to step away
from this sin. Also lead them to ask God if there’s someone they should talk to about
this issue and encourage them to seek help if they need to.

OPTION 3:

Divide the students into small groups to talk about some of the key issues in the
upcoming election. Ask them to consider how important these issues are, and the
influence they might potentially have with their vote. Encourage them to research the
candidates in order to make an informed decision with these issues in mind.

got- O
BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF OCT. 5 // 1 KINGS 14:21-16:34

PRAY ...

Close in prayer, asking the Lord to empower each of you as you struggle to stand
against the evil in the world around you. Ask the Lord to show you ways each day to
reflect His goodness in a broken world. Pray that each group member is encouraged
and reminded this week that the Lord is on their side.

BEFORE NEXT TIME RE-READ

Send an encouraging e-mail to your class “WHY IS GOD WORTHY OF WORSHIP?”
to let them know you are praying for them on page 35 of your Collegiate magazine.
as they learn to reflect God’s goodness.

Encourage your group to interact via e-mail DOWNLOAD THE SONGS “He Is Exalted” by

this week as they become more aware of the Shane & Shane, from the album Clean, and
way evil and sin infiltrates every aspect of “Holy” by Nichole Nordeman, from the album
ourworld. Woven & Spun, to play next week.



% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

e A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE

* YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

e THE SONGS “HE IS EXALTED” BY SHANE &
SHANE, FROM THE ALBUM CLEAN, AND “HOLY”
BY NICHOLE NORDEMAN, FROM THE ALBUM
WOVEN & SPUN, TO PLAY FOR THE CLASS AS
THEY ARRIVE.

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTERS

ELIJAH—A prophet from the 9th century B.C.
His name means “my God is Jehovah,” and he
was taken up to heaven without dying.

AHAB—The seventh king of Israel and hushand
to Jezebel. He introduced Baal worship to the
nation of Israel.

OBADIAH—Head of Ahab’s household. He wor-
shipped Yahweh and hid more than 100 of the
Lord’s prophets from Jezebel’s persecution.

PROPHETS OF BAAL—Prophets of the Canaan-
ite god Baal. There were 450 of them at Mount
Carmel for the confrontation with Elijah and
Yahweh.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

A Baal temple was being built in Samaria and
Yahweh’s prophets were being persecuted when
Elijah began prophesying. As Israelites settled in
the land of Canaan they were tempted with the
worship of Baal. The encounter between Elijah
and the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel proved
that Yahweh was the one true God, and you could
not worship Him with any other gods.

FOCAL PASSAGES
1 KINGS 17-22; 2 CHRONICLES 17-20

KEY VERSES
1 KINGS 18:36-39

BIBLE STUDY

1 KINGS 17-22 // WEEK OF OCT. 12

WHY IS GOD WORTHY OF WORSHIP?

GETTING STARTED

Have the songs “He is Exalted” by Shane & Shane, and
“Holy” by Nichole Nordeman playing in the background as
students arrive.

After students arrive, show a clip from the Planet Earth
series by the Discovery Channel. Discuss the power of God
in all of nature. Then engage them in a discussion about the
relationship of God to His creation.

e What does nature reveal to us about God?

e What can be gained spiritually from spending time
in nature?

* What cannot be revealed about God from nature?

* What is the appropriate response to nature from the
Christ follower?

As Christians we have an obligation to care for God’s cre-
ation, as Adam was instructed to do. But beyond that, one
of the most appropriate Christian responses to nature is
wonder and worship. That’s not to say we are to worship na-
‘ture; it is, however, to say that by observing nature we can
see the absolute power and might of the One who created
and lords over it. This wonder, respect, and awe for God can
sometimes be lost, especially when we become familiar
with “spiritual experiences.”

DIG DEEPER

Found on page 35 of Collegiate magazine:

Baal—*“lord, husband, owner.” This was the predominant
god in Canaanite religion. It was also considered the storm
god who provided the rain for the fertility of the land.

Take a look at the International Mission Board, imb.org,
and discover the power of God at work in nations around
the world. Also, look at thetask.org and see how you can be
personally involved.

For an article that discusses your global responsibility and
ways to worship God through serving others, refer to “Where’s
the Justice: Looking Beyond Yourself to Impact the World,” on
page 14 of your Collegiate magazine.
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

1). GOD’S POWER SHOWS HIS SUPERIORITY (1 KINGS 18:20-29).

e What comes to mind when you hear the following
names: Elijah? Ahab? Jezebel?

¢ What would you think a sit down conversation would be
like with each of these people? Why?

READ 1 KINGS 17:1.
‘Now Elijah the Tishbite, from the Gilead settlers,
said to Ahab, “As the LorD God of Israel lives, | stand
before Him, and there will be no dew or rain during
these years except by my command!”

e Does Elijah’s prophecy seem extreme to you? Why or
why not?

e What do you think is the significance of stopping
the rain?

Elijah, the Lord’s prophet, declared there would be no rain.
The god, Baal, was the storm god of the Canaanites who
provided the rain necessary for the fertility of the land. The
worship of Baal was widespread at this time, and for Elijah
to declare a drought by the Lord was to prove Baal impo-
tent to provide for them. King Ahab, the king over Israel,
was a worshiper of Baal and did more to provoke the Lord
God of Israel than all the kings of Israel before him.

READ 1 KINGS 18:17-24.
2050 Ahab summoned all the Israelites and gathered
the prophets at Mount Carmel. #Then Elijah ap-
proached all the people and said, “How long will you
hesitate between two opinions? If Yahweh is God,
follow Him. But if Baal, follow him.” But the people
didn’t answer him a word.

22Then Elijah said to the people, “I am the only re-
maining prophet of the LORD, but Baal’s prophets are
450 men. 3Let two bulls be given to us. They are to
choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces,

and place it on the wood but not light the fire. | will pre-
pare the other bull and place it on the wood but not light

. the fire. %4Then you call on the name of your god, and |

will call on the name of Yahweh. The God who answers
with fire, He is God.” All the people answered, “That
sounds good.”

* How would you describe the relationship between Elijah
and Ahab?

e What do you think each was thinking when Elijah
delivered his challenge?

e Why do you think Ahab agreed to the challenge?

e Isthis a “test” for God? Is it okay for us to test God in
ways like this? Why or why not?

e What makes this setting an acceptable one as opposed
to a different setting?

e What sort of faith would it take to make such a challenge?

¢ Do you think most Christians today have that kind of
confidence in God? Why or why not?

e What does our willingness to take risks reveal about our
relationship with Christ?

e (Can you consider “risk-taking” a component of spiritual
development? Why or why not?

e What is one risk you believe the Lord might be willing
you to take?

e What holds us back from taking hold of those
opportunities?

Describe the setting to the students from what was just
read. Elijah challenged King Ahab to gather all his prophets
of Baal to a dual between the gods. They would put the
sacrifice on wood without fire and each side (Elijah and the

BIBLE STUDY

1 KINGS 17-22 // WEEK OF OCT. 12

Baal worshipers) would call on their god to bring down fire
and consume the sacrifice.

What do you imagine the mind-set of the people was like?

Why do you think Elijah chose such a challenging
situation to put himself into?

What was he hoping to gain?

What did he stand to lose?

Can you relate? When was the last time you purpose-
fully put yourself into a situation only God could deliver

you from?

Do you think God wants us to put ourselves in those
situations?

What does our willingness or lack thereof reveal about
who we believe God to be?
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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claim to follow Christ, many of us find ourselves in similar
READ 1 KINGS 18:25-29. situations. When difficulties come into our lives, we turn
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#Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Since you

are so numerous, choose for yourselves one bull and
prepare it first. Then call on the name of your god but
don’t light the fire.”

26So they took the bull that he gave them, prepared
it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until
noon, saying, “Baal, answer us!” But there was no
sound; no one answered. Then they did their lame
dance around the altar they had made.

Z7At noon Elijah mocked them. He said, “Shout loudly,
for he’s a god! Maybe he’s thinking it over; maybe

he has wandered away; or maybe he’s on the road.
Perhaps he’s sleeping and will wake up!”

28They shouted loudly, and cut themselves with
knives and spears, according to their custom, until
blood gushed out on them.

29All afternoon, they kept on raving until the offering
of the evening sacrifice, but there was no sound, no
one answered, no one paid attention.

What was the core conclusion Elijah was bringing the
situation to?

Can you relate to the prophets? Have you ever turned
to something expecting it to help you during a time of
need, only to find it powerless?

How was the attitude of Elijah and the prophets of
Baal different?

What was Elijah’s attitude? Does he seem arrogant? Is
that OK? Why or why not?

The Baal followers’ god was powerless and there was noth-
ing they could do to get him to respond. Though we may

to people, substances, or something else besides God

. with the hope of finding help and relief. We give attention

to these things when we should be giving God this same
attention. He proves much more powerful.

2). GOD’S POWER OVERCOMES ALL 0DDS (1 KINGS 18:30-35).

READ 1KINGS 18:30-35.
3°Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near me.” So
all the people approached him. Then he repaired the
Loro’s altar that had been torn down:

3:Elijah took 12 stones—according to the number of the
tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD
had come, saying, “Israel will be your name”—32and

he built an altar with the stones in the name of Yahweh.
Then he made a trench around the altar large enough to
hold about four gallons. 33Next, he arranged the wood,
cut up the bull, and placed it on the wood. He said, “Fill
four water pots with water and pour it on the offering to
be burned and on the wood.” 34Then he said, “A second
time!” and they did it a second time. And then he said, “A
third time!” and they did it a third time. 3*So the water ran
all around the altar; he even filled the trench with water.

e Why would Elijah have used 12 stones?

* What does this action reveal about the nature of
his faith?

Elijah was confident in God for many reasons, but one of
them surely was because of his memory. He had seen the
Lord’s power in so many circumstances; how difficult would
it be for this God to light a fire?

e How can our memories be a powerful tool for our
spiritual confidence?

e What are some specific memories that you can lean on
to strengthen your own faith?

e Why did Elijah add the water? What point was he trying
to make?
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... EXPLORE THE BIBLE CONTINUED

3). GOD’S POWER IS DISPLAYED TO DRAW PEOPLE TO HIM
(1 KINGS 18:36-39).

READ 1 KINGS 18:36-39.

35At the time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah the
prophet approached the altar and said, “LorRD God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, today let it be known that You
are God in Israel and | am Your servant, and that at Your
word | have done all these things. 3’Answer me, LORD! An-
swer me so that this people will know that You, Yahweh,
are God and that You have turned their hearts back.”

38Then Yahweh’s fire fell and consumed the burnt offer-
ing, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up
the water that was in the trench. *When all the people
saw it, they fell facedown and said, “Yahweh, He is God!
Yahweh, He is God!”

e What were the elements of Elijah’s prayer to the Lord

that the prophets heard with their own ears?

Why do you think Elijah emphasized these specific
things in his prayer?

What does his prayer reveal about Elijah’s purpose
behind his actions?

Is that convicting or affirming to you? Why?

Elijah addressed the Lord as the God over Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel. He also reminded God, maybe for the prophets’

benefit, that he only speaks what the Lord had told him.
His prayer also contained a desire for these worshipers of
false gods to turn back to the Lord.

e What did God do and what was the response of the
witnesses?

e What role are we to play in the revelation of God’s
superiority?

e What do our lives have to look like in order to
accomplish that purpose?

We can’t cause altars to catch on fire. And God doesn’t
want us to. That’s something only He can do. Likewise, we
can’t cause ministries to expand, people to come to Christ,
or the world to change. God can, and He will. We can,
however, choose to be used by Him, putting ourselves in
situations that reveal the mighty character of God.

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, SEE “THINK ABOUT THIS”
ON PAGE 35 OF COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE.

BIBLE STUDY

1 KINGS 17-22 // WEEK OF OCT. 12




APPLY TO LIFE
HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION, WAY IS GOD WORTHY OF WORSHIP?

Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the
session with prayer.

OPTION 1:

Ask the students to list an impossible situation in which they find themselves. Maybe
it’s a family member who has rejected the gospel, a change needed at work, or a social
issue they care about. Then discuss how they might move forward in confidence,
believing in the power of God.

OPTION 2:

Lead the students in a discussion of people whom God has used in a mighty way. Then
isolate some characteristics from the lives of those people we might be able to emu-
late. Spend some time discussing specific ways to live out those characteristics.

OPTION 3:

Divide the students into smaller groups, and ask them to brainstorm some efforts we
engage in so that we might live safe, protected lives. Then ask them the question:
“Does God want us to live safely?” Convene the group, and discuss their responses.

Then, plan something risky as a follow up activity for your class. Maybe it’s as simple

as going to a restaurant with a different sort of food than you’re used to or riding roller
coasters together at a theme park. Use this experience to begin to discuss the adven-

ture God has placed us in together.

got- O
BIBLE STUDY

1 KINGS 17-22 // WEEK OF OCT. 12

PRAY ...

Close with a prayer of praise to our holy, loving God and the grace He pours out on
His children. Pray for a willingness to worship God by taking risks for Him this week
and expecting Him to show up in a mighty way.

BEFORE NEXT TIME

Send your students a note encouraging them
as they learn to trust God a little bit more this
week and allow Him to use them in whatever
way He has in mind.

RE-READ
“GOD DOES GREAT THROUGH ME?” on page
36 of your Collegiate magazine

DOWNLOAD THE SONG “Little is Much” by
downhere, from the album Wide-Eyed and
Mystified, to play next week.



% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

e A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE

* YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

e THE SONG “LITTLE IS MUCH” BY DOWNHERE,
FROM THE ALBUM WIDE-EYED AND MYSTI-
FIED, TO PLAY FOR THE CLASS AS THEY
ARRIVE.

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTERS

ELISHA—A prophet from the 9th century B.C.
who succeeded Elijah. His name means “my God
is my salvation.”

SHUNAMMITE WOMAN—Shunem was a town
located southeast of Mount Carmel. The woman
was harren hut God gave her a son after she
showed hospitality to Elisha. Elisha later raised
her son from the'dead.

GEHAZI—Elisha’s servant. Elisha sent him
ahead to raise the Shunammite woman’s son
from the dead, but he was unable to do so.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 KINGS 1:1-4:44

KEY VERSES
2 KINGS 4:32-35

BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF OCT. 19 // 2 KINGS 1:1-6:7

GOD DOES GREAT THROUGH ME?

GETTING STARTED

Have the song “Little Is Much” by downhere playing in the
background as students arrive.

When students arrive, distribute pens and paper. Direct
them to write out a dream they have for their lives. This
dream could be something they want to see happen much
later in life, or something they hope to see sooner rather
than later. Then instruct students to write what may hinder
them from seeing their dreams accomplished.

Now ask them if they’ve ever considered that God might
also have a dream for their lives. Ask them to write down
what that might be, or why they have trouble knowing
what it is.

Lead in prayer. Pray that students would have the wisdom
from God to trust Him to use their lives for His purposes.
Pray that He would reveal the dreams He has for them and
that students would have the courage to pursue Him.

DIG DEEPER

Found on page 36 of Collegiate magazine:

“LIFE IS EITHER A DARING ADVENTURE OR NOTHING. SECURITY
DOES NOT EXIST IN NATURE, NOR DO THE CHILDREN OF MEN AS
A WHOLE EXPERIENCE IT. AVOIDING DANGER IS NO SAFER IN THE
LONG RUN THAN EXPOSURE.” —HELEN KELLER

Consider reading a brief excerpt from one of these books
for encouragement as they allow God to use them for His

purposes:

® A Chance to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy Carmichael, by
Elisabeth Elliot

e fresh Wind, Fresh Fire, by Jim Cymbala

e Loving God, by Chuck Colson
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1). GOD WORKS THROUGH YOUR SMALLEST OFFERING (2 KINGS 4:1-7

READ 2 KINGS 4:1-7.
One of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried
out to Elisha, “Your servant, my husband, has died.
You know that your servant feared the LorD. Now
the creditor is coming to take my two children as
his slaves.”

2Elisha asked her, “What can | do for you? Tell me,
what do you have in the house?”

She said, “Your servant has nothing in the house
except a jar of oil.”

3Then he said, “Go and borrow empty containers
from everyone—from all your neighbors. Do not get
just a few. “Then go in and shut the door behind you
and your sons, and pour oil into all these containers.
Set the full ones to one side.” 5So she left.

After she had shut the door behind her and her sons,

they kept bringing her containers, and she kept pour-

ing. *When they were full, she said to her son, “Bring
me another container.”

But he replied, “There aren’t any more.” Then the
oil stopped.

’She went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go
sell the oil and pay your debt; you and your sons can
live on the rest.”

Elijah had been taken up by the Lord and now Elisha was
commissioned to take his place. Elisha had asked for

a double portion of Elijah’s spirit before he was taken

up and, as it turned out, Elisha did indeed do amazing
things as Elijah had done. This spirit was not a ghostly
spirit, but was God’s Spirit.

e Describe the emotional state of the woman in the text.

* How would you characterize her faith?

) * How was the woman’s need met?

e What is the significance of the amount of oil she had?

e What spiritual principle can you isolate from that part of
the story for use in your own life?

e What is significant about the role of the neighbors in
the story?

¢ Does that have any implications for our life in
community?

¢ Would you see yourself as the woman or one of the
neighbors in the story? Why?

* How does God want us to live if we’re the woman? How
about the neighbors?

e What do you think God would want to use in your life to
meet a need you or someone else has?

e Consider an example of someone who uses something
great for God’s service, and another who uses some-
thing ordinary for God’s service. How are these the
same or different in God’s eyes?

This woman’s offering was small. Even insignificant. All
she had was a jar of oil to contribute to her debt. But God
can use the smallest offering for His purposes. He wants
even the smallest sacrifice out of obedience to Him.

e Can you think of any other biblical accounts where you
see this principle at work?

* What does God value more than the size of the offering?

e Why do you think God chooses to value offerings that
are small in size but big in heart?

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, SEE “THINK ABOUT THIS”
ON PAGE 36 OF COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE.
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2). GOD WORKS THROUGH SERVICE AND HOSPITALITY
(2 KINGS 4:8-10).

READ 2 KINGS 4:8-10.
50ne day Elisha went to Shunem. A prominent woman who
lived there persuaded him to eat some food. So whenever

he passed by, he stopped there to eat. °Then she said to her

husband, “I know that the one who often passes by here
is a holy man of God, *°so let’s make a small room upstairs
and put a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp there for him.
Whenever he comes, he can stay there.”

e What’s the definition of hospitality?

e |sitdifficult or easy for you to practice hospitality? Why?
¢ Why do you think God values service and hospitality?

e What do such acts reveal about our relationship to God?

e What do you think the proper attitude is for someone
extending hospitality and service? Or receiving it?

 |sit harder for you to give or to receive? Why?
e Why s each one important?

e What small acts of service and hospitality are available for
you to do?

e What are some hindrances we might encounter in
performing simple acts of service?

Many times we consider our small acts of service to be
little more than politeness or consideration. But think
about the last time someone did something nice for you,
such as holding the door or letting you into traffic.

Because you remembered what it was, it had an effect
on you. Often the little things go unnoticed by us when it
comes time to do an act of service on behalf of God, but
these acts can make a big difference in someone’s life.

When we are willing to extend grace to another, even in
small ways, we model the care God extends to us. And

we show we understand that He’s a God who serves, and
is hospitable toward us, even at great personal cost.

« 3). GOD WORKS THROUGH YOUR PRAYERS (2 KINGS 4:11-37)

READ 2 KINGS 4:11-28.
“0One day he came there and stopped and went to the
room upstairs to lie down. *2He ordered his attendant
Gehazi, “Call this Shunammite woman.” So he called
her and she stood before him.

3Then he said to Gehazi, “Say to her, ‘Look, you’ve
gone to all this trouble for us. What can we do for
you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or to the
commander of the army?’” She answered, “I am living
among my own people.”

4So0 he asked, “Then what should be done for her?”
Gehazi answered, “Well, she has no son, and her hus-
band is old.” *“Call her,” Elisha said. So Gehazi called
her, and she stood in the doorway. *°Elisha said, “At
this time next year you will have a son in your arms.”

Then she said, “No, my lord. Man of God, do not
deceive your servant.” 7The woman conceived and
gave birth to a son at the same time the following
year, as Elisha had promised her. **The child grew
and one day went out to his father and the harvesters.
“Suddenly, he complained to his father, “My head!
My head!”

His father told his servant, “Carry him to his mother.”
2050 he picked him up and took him to his mother. The
child sat on her lap until noon and then died. *Then
she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of
God, shut him in, and left.

22She summoned her husband and said, “Please send
me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, so |
can hurry to the man of God and then come back.”
23But he said, “Why go to him today? It’s neither

New Moon or Sabbath.” She replied, “Everything is
all right.”

WEEK OF OCT. 19 // 2 KINGS 1:1-6:7

24Then she saddled the donkey and said to her ser-
vant, “Hurry, don’t slow the pace for me unless | tell
you.” %So she set out and went to the man of God at
Mount Carmel. When the man of God saw her at a dis-
tance, he said to his attendant Gehazi, “Look, there’s
the Shunammite woman.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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26Run out to meet her and ask, ‘Are you all right? Is
your husband all right? Is your son all right?’” And
she answered, “Everything’s all right.”

27When she came up to the man of God at the moun-
tain, she clung to his feet. Gehazi came to push her
away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone—she
is in severe anguish, and the LORD has hidden it from
me. He hasn’t told me.”

28Then she said, “Did | ask my lord for a son? Didn’t |
say, ‘Do not deceive me?’”

¢ How would you describe the range of emotions in the
Shunammite woman’s life?

e How did she feel about Elisha? Did her feelings change?

e What about you? Have you ever felt like God gave you
something only to take it away?

e What sort of questions does that raise in your faith life?
¢ How do you deal with those questions?

e Isitrightto ask those questions of God?

e Isitright to expect answers?

A woman was given a son in her husband’s old age. The
son grew older, but died suddenly. The woman sought
Elisha, knowing that he was a man of God and could help
her, but she also had a bone to pick with him. While God
might not answer our questions directly, it’s healthy for
us to raise them. It has often been said that God’s chest
is big enough to beat on, and in His grace, He allows for
our questions to be asked. i

READ 2 KINGS 4:29-37.
2950 Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your mantle under
your belt, take my staff with you, and go. If you meet
anyone, don’t stop to greet him, and if a man greets
you, don’t answer him. Then place my staff on the
boy’s face.”

3°The boy’s mother said to Elisha, “As the LorD lives
and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So he
got up and followed her. 3*Gehazi went ahead of them
and placed the staff on the boy’s face, but there was
no sound or sign of life, so he went back to meet
Elisha and told him, “The boy didn’t wake up.”

32When Elisha got to the house, he discovered the
boy lying dead on his bed. 33So he went in, closed the
door behind the two of them, and prayed to the LORD.
34Then he went up and lay on the boy: he put mouth to
mouth, eye to eye, hand to hand. While he bent down
over him, the boy’s flesh became warm. 3Elisha got
up, went into the house, and paced back and forth.
Then he went up and bent down over him again. The
boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.

3Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite
woman.” He called her and she came. Then Elisha said,
“Pick up your son.” 37She came, fell at his feet, and
bowed to the ground; she picked up her son and left.

What was the difference between the first miracle
Elisha performed in this woman’s life and the second
miracle he performed for her and her son?

* Doyou see any significance in the way Elisha raised the
boy from the dead?

How do you reconcile that sometimes prayer seems to
go unanswered?

If God already knows what He’s going to do, why pray?

2 Kings 4:33 specifically mentions prayer as the means
for God to raise the boy to life. Though God knows His
plans, it’s in His plan to respond to our prayers. Even
through those prayers, however, we must maintain
confidence in God’s goodness and wisdom, while still
believing in His power.

e Why is that a difficult tension to maintain?

e Are there any practical ways you see to integrate that
tension into your prayer life?

BIBLE STUDY

WEEK OF OCT. 19 // 2 KINGS 1:1-6:7
e How does God use prayer in the life of the one praying?

e What keeps us from experiencing the power of God
through our prayers?

Just as Elisha saw the greatness of God as he prayed for
the woman’s dead son, we can experience the greatness
of God as we develop a daily prayer life in which we in-
tercede on behalf of others. Prayer leads us to encounter
God and may lead to something powerful He wants to do
in or through us.




APPLY TO LIFE

HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION FOR THIS WEEK'S STUDY, HOW CAN GOD DO SOMETHING
GREAT THROUGH MY LIFE?

Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the
session with prayer.

OPTION 1:

Lead students to consider the dreams they wrote about at the beginning of the ses-
sion. Are their dreams something they themselves can achieve or something only God
can do? Instruct them to write a prayer to the Lord about how their lives can be used by
Him to do great things even while having meager resources. ,

OPTION 2:

Ask for some volunteers to share some practical ways they have opened their lives up
to others. Point out that many times we are so busy that we fail to plan for hospitable
and service-oriented moments. Make a list together of how to create margin in your life
forthose unexpected chances. Here are a few to get you started:

e Don’t schedule appointments back to back. Leave 15 minute holes in your day, pray-
ing that the Lord would fill them.

e Choose to pick up a few extra items at the store for your roommate.

e Volunteer to clean the apartment or dorm room the next time your roommate is
expecting family.

e Always carry a few $1 bills with you. You never know when you might have the
chance to give them away.

got- O
BIBLE STUDY
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PRAY ...

Close your Bible study time in corporate prayer, asking God for peace in the midst
of situations you can’t understand. Pray for obedience in bringing your offerings
before God, no matter their size. Pray also for many opportunities to serve others
and practice hospitality this week. Thank God specifically for those who model
hospitality for you.

Send an e-mail to the group inviting them to
dialogue with you about more practical ways
you can serve people daily.

BEFORE NEXT TIME

Spend time praying for your group members
by name this week. Pray that they be
obedient to whatever God is calling them to
and that they seek opportunities to serve
Him this week. Send each member an e-mail
letting them know the specific things you
prayed for them.

RE-READ

“HOW DO | STRUGGLE WITH TRUSTING
GOD?” on page 37 of your Collegiate
magazine.



% THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

e A COPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE
* YOUR COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE

NEED TO KNOWS

CHARACTERS

ELISHA—A prophet from the 9th century B.C.
who succeeded Elijah. His name means “my God
is my salvation.”

NAAMAN—A Syrian general whom Elisha cured
of leprosy. After he was cured he professed
faith in the God of Israel.

SHUNAMMITE WOMAN—This is the same woman
from the previous lesson. Because of her testi-
mony about her son, the king restored her land
after the famine.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

THE ARAMEAN WAR—The Arameans were an
alliance of several towns across Syria and
Babylon. Each group lived separately except
during wartime. The 0ld Testament records
several confrontations between Israel and the
Arameans, including the one in 2 Kings 6-7. The
Arameans descended from Shem, Noah's son.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 KINGS 5:1-10:36; 2 CHRONICLES 21:1-22:8

KEY VERSES
2 KINGS 5:13-14
2 KINGS 6:16-17
2 KINGS 8:6

WHY DO | SRUGGLE WITH TRUSTING GOD?

GETTING STARTED

As students arrive, ask them to give you any $1 bills they
may have in their possession. In order to return the money
after the activity, record names of students and amounts

of money they gave you. If students inquire why you want
the money or what you are going to do with it, tell them they
must trust you. As you begin the session, count the number
of one-dollar bills you have. Explain that you have been
entrusted with their money and have made a list of exactly
how much each person has given.

* What would happen if | destroy the list? Would you still
trust me?

* How difficult was it for you to trust me with your money?

e What is an important phrase on the back of the dollar
bill? (In God we trust.)

* Do you think everyone who handles a dollar bill today
really lives that motto?

* Do you live by “In God we trust”?
‘Explain that today’s session is about trusting God through
everything, even when we don’t understand His purpose or

when we face fearful situations.

OPTION: Show a clip of the movie Return to Me. Discuss the
elements of trust within the story line.

DIG DEEPER

Found on page 37 of Collegiate magazine:

Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in the Lorp with all your heart, and do not rely
on your own understanding; think about Him in all your
ways, and He will guide you on the right paths.”

Hebrews 11:6
“Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the
one who draws near to Him must believe that He exists
and rewards those who seek Him.”

Consider reading a brief excerpt from one of these books to
help students understand what struggling to trust God in
the reality of their day-to-day lives looks like:

® Own Your Faith: The Adventure of Following Christ in
College, by Mark Tabb

e Safer Than a Known Way, by Pamela Rosewell Moore
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

1). TRUST GOD TO WORK ON YOUR BEHALF (2 KINGS 5:1-14).

READ 2 KINGS 5:1-14.

‘Naaman, commander of the army for the king of
Aram, was a great man in his master’s sight and
highly regarded because through him, the LOrD had
given victory to Aram. The man was a brave watrrior,
but he had a skin disease.

2Aram had gone on raids and brought back from the

land of Israel a young girl who served Naaman’s wife.

3She said to her mistress, “If only my master would
go to the prophet who is in Samaria, he would cure
him of his skin disease.” 4So Naaman went and told
his master what the girl from the land of Israel had
said. STherefore, the king of Aram said, “Go and I will
send a letter with you to the king of Israel.”

So he went and took with him 750 pounds of silver,
150 pounds of gold, and 10 changes of clothes. °He
brought the letter to the king of Israel, and it read:
When this letter comes to you, note that | have sent
you my servant Naaman for you to cure him of his
skin disease.

’When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his
clothes and asked, “Am | God, killing and giving life
that this man expects me to cure a man of his skin
disease? Think it over and you will see that he is only
picking a fight with me.”

8When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of
Israel tore his clothes, he sent a message to the king,
“Why have you torn your clothes? Have him come to .
me, and he will know there is a prophet in Israel.”
9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and
stood at the door of Elisha’s house.

Then Elisha sent him a messenger, who said, “Go
wash seven times in the Jordan and your flesh will
be restored and you will be clean.” *But Naaman got
angry and left, saying, “l was telling myself: He will

surely come out, stand and call on the name of Yah-
weh his God, and will wave his hand over the spot
and cure the skin disease. *?Aren’t Abana and
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them and be
clean?” So he turned and left in a rage.

BBut his servants approached and said to him, “My
father, if the prophet had told you to do some great
thing, would you not have done it? How much more
should you do it when he tells you, ‘Wash and be
clean’?” *So Naaman went down and dipped himself
in the Jordan seven times, according to the command
of the man of God. Then his skin was restored and
became like the skin of a small boy, and he was clean.

Do you think it was difficult for the slave girl to do what
she did? Why or why not?

What do you think Naaman’s attitude was in coming
tolIsrael?

What do the things he brought with him reveal about
what he expected to find?

Why do you think Elisha sent his servant rather than
going himself to talk to Naaman?

How do you think Naaman felt about that?

What was Naaman’s problem and what was the solution
offered to him by Elisha?

Why did Naaman initially respond the way he did after
hearing what Elisha offered?

Can you relate to Naaman? Have you ever expected one
thing from God and gotten something different?

How do you typically respond when that happens? How
do you wish you responded?

How does an attitude of contentment reflect our
relationship with God?

BIBLE STUDY

2 KINGS 6:8-10:36 // WEEK OF OCT. 26

Look again at Naaman’s response in verse 12: “‘Could |
not wash in them and be clean?’ So he turned and left in
arage.” He left in a rage and was hoping for something
different. Naaman was clearly discontent with God’s
answer. Sometimes we limit God when we put conditions
on Him and whether we will trust Him with our lives if it’s
not the answer we hoped for.

¢ Inwhat ways does God work in our lives today and we
respond the same way Naaman did?

e What does it take to trust God in these situations?
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O
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2). TRUST GOD IN YOUR UNCERTAINTY (2 KINGS 6:8-17).

READ 2 KINGS 6:8-17.
SWhen the king of Aram was waging war against Israel,
he conferred with his servants, “My camp will be at
such and such a place.”

9But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Be
careful passing by this place, for the Arameans are go-
ing down there.” *°Consequently, the king of Israel sent
word to the place the man of God had told him about.
The man of God repeatedly warned the king, so the king
would be on his guard.

“The king of Aram was enraged because of this matter,
and he called his servants and demanded of them, “Tell
me, which one of us is for the king of Israel?”

20ne of his servants said, “No one, my lord the king.
Elisha, the prophet in Israel, tells the king of Israel even
the words you speak in your bedroom.”

S0 the king said, “Go and see where he is, so | can
send men to capture him.” When he was told, “Elisha

is in Dothan,” *4he sent horses, chariots, and a massive
army there. They went by night and surrounded the city.
“When the servant of the man of God got up early and
went out, he discovered an army with horses and chari-
ots surrounding the city. So he asked Elisha, “Oh, my
master, what are we to do?”

SElisha said, “Don’t be afraid, for those who are with us
outnumber those who are with them.”

“Then Elisha prayed, “LoRD, please open his eyes and
let him see.” So the LORD opened the servant’s eyes. He
looked and saw that the mountain was covered with
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Elisha had a different attitude than his attendant. Even
though Elisha was pursued, he had a calmness about him
only possessed by someone who could see the bigger pic-
ture. It’s a good thing for us to ask God for insight into our
situations and to ask Him to help our unbelief. It’s amazing
how much God might reveal when we ask Him to show us.

e What spiritual lessons can we glean from this passage
about the nature of faith and doubt?

"« What about God’s provision?

* Do you think God is mad at you when you are uncertain?
e What role does uncertainty play in faith?

* How easy or difficult is it to trust God when you cannot
see the solution to the problem?

e What do you do to wait patiently for God’s response?

e What are some helpful things you can do to see the
big picture?

OPTION: Read aloud the second paragraph of the Bible
study on page 37 of Collegiate magazine:

“Our lives are a beautiful display of God’s leadership when
we trust Him. Trusting God is one of the most difficult
things we do as believers, but the outcome can be a splen-
did story of adventure. As the writer of Hebrews notes,
‘Without faith it is impossible to please God’ (Heb. 11:6).”

Discuss how uncertainty in some areas can be perceived

as an adventure, but in others it is not. Allow time for volun-

teers to share.




aold g
d BIBLE STUDY

2 KINGS 6:8-10:36 // WEEK OF OCT. 26

... EXPLORE THE BIBLE CONTINUED

3). TRUST GOD FOR YOUR PROVISION (2 KINGS 8:1-6). * How did God bless her obedience?

READ 2 KINGS 8:1-6. e How is obedience a reflection of our trust in God?
!Elisha said to the woman whose son he had restored
to life, “Get ready, you and your household, and go and * How will God bless obedience and trust?

live as a foreigner wherever you can. For the LORD has
announced a seven-year famine, and it has already come * Does this story mean that God will always bless us in
to the land.” material ways? Why or why not?

2So the woman got ready and did what the man of God e How can trust help us deal with the reality of not
said. She and her household lived as foreigners in the knowing for sure?

land of the Philistines for seven years.3When the woman

returned from the land of the Philistines at the end of e What do you think students have the hardest time
seven years, she went to appeal to the king for her house trusting God with?

and field.

We sometimes expect God to do certain things, but we’re

4The king had been speaking to Gehazi, the servant of the
man of God, saying, “Tell me all the great things Elisha
has done.”

5While he was telling the king how Elisha restored the
dead son to life, the woman whose son he had restored
to life came to appeal to the king for her house and field.
So Gehazi said, “My lord the king, this is the woman and
this is the son Elisha restored to life.”

SWhen the king asked the woman, she told him the story.
So the king appointed a court official for her, saying,
“Restore all that was hers, along with all the income from
the field from the day she left the country until now.”

not able to trust Him with the little things. God is our
Provider and will always be the one “who supplies all our
needs,” though that provision might not come in the way
we expect or prefer. Our trust must be bigger than our
expectations about God.

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, SEE “THINK ABOUT THIS”
ON PAGE 37 OF COLLEGIATE MAGAZINE.

O Remember that these are the same characters from the
previous story found in 2 Kings 4:8-37. The Lord had His
hand on her from the beginning and was watching over
her and her son as they walked through their difficult

O circumstances.

O e How did the Shunammite woman express her trust?

e How does this incident tie in to everything else we read
about this woman’s life?

O




APPLY TO LIFE

HELP STUDENTS REVISIT THE LIFE QUESTION, WHY DO | STRUGGLE WITH TRUSTING GOD?

Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the
session with prayer.

OPTION 1:

Studies show that many students walk away from their faith and church attendance
during college. Statistics from LifeWay Research show that among students who
attend church for at least a year during high school, 70 percent will stop attending
church regularly for at least a year during the college years (www.bcmlife.net/tra).

Lead a discussion on reasons students stop attending church.
* How does church drop-out relate to trusting God?
e What would prevent you from dropping out?

Allow students to offer suggestions of practical solutions for this problem. If
applicable, share your own experience from this time in your life. As a group, plan a
strategy to helpbuild each other up and to help others not fall away from the church
and into distrust of God.

For more on the topic of why college students struggle to stay active in church, as well as
the differences between church and campus ministry involvement, read the article “Church
Matters” by Russell D. Moore, found on page 20 of your Collegiate magazine.

OPTION 2:

Lead a discussion about how prayer reflects your relationship to God. Examine the is-
sue of whether praying about God’s will reveals a trust or a distrust in God’s ability and
willingness to act. Seek to discover some practical ways you can pray in confidence
but not presumption.

OPTION 3:

As a group, commit to memorizing Proverbs 3:5-6 this week: “Trust in the LORD with
all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; think about Him in all your
ways, and He will guide you on the right paths.”

Send an e-mail reminder to your group mid-week to encourage them in their
memorization efforts.

| m|
Un

PRAY ...

Close in a prayer of thanksgiving to God for the countless ways He is trustworthy.
Include a time of corporate prayer for others to voice the reasons they know they can
trust God even in the middle of uncertainty and fear.
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BEFORE NEXT TIME RE-READ

Send an encouraging e-mail to your class to “WHY ALL T.HE JUDGMFNT?" on page 38 of
let them know you are praying for them as your Collegiate magazine.

they focus on trusting God to be Provider and

B DOWNLOAD THE SONGS “The Gospel” by Jimmy

Needham, from the album Speak, and “This
World” by Caedmon’s Call, from the album
My Calm/Your Storm, to play next week.



