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GET a Reaction 
BY MATT TULLOS
If you’re a physics major — or even if you just managed 
to stay awake in your Science 101 class — you’re prob-
ably aware of the third leg of Newton’s Laws of Motion: 
For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.  
It doesn’t take a physicist to translate that law into the core 
of our spirituality as Christians. Every choice we make either 
builds upon the legacy of our relationship with God or inhib-
its that legacy. 

In 1 and 2 Kings, we read story after story — historical 
accounts — of God’s covenant blessings on Israel that were 
conditional upon their obedience to His commands. We see 
kings become fools and fools become kings, violence, divine 
declarations, wild prophets, and wicked temptresses. It all 
seems so outlandish, doesn’t it? But compared to the stories 
in everything from USA Today to TMZ.com’s celebrity gossip, 
it’s obvious that these matters aren’t really outdated. 

Ultimately, God has a plan and purpose for human history, 
and He will see it through to completion. Along the way it’s 
up to each of us to ask ourselves some important questions: 
Does my character count? Do my decisions really matter? 
Where’s my future headed? How we individually answer 
those questions determines our role in His storybook.

What’s inside … 
The goal of the Collegiate online features is to bring you a 
structured teaching plan with additional helps and relevant 
questions to equip you to lead a strong discussion-based 
lesson. Here’s a breakdown of what’s inside: “Getting 
Started” helps introduce the topic and get your students 
engaged in the lesson. “Need-to-Knows” provide the lesson 
overview and key verses of each lesson. “Explore the Bible” 
leads your students through the Scripture passages of the 
lesson, helping them understand the text, its historical and 
cultural context, and what it means to them today. “Apply 
to Life” gives you ideas for furthering the application of the 
Scripture, so students can take active steps to process what 
they’re learning and how it impacts their lives. Be sure you 
also use the commentary provided (threadsmedia.com/
collegiate) to help with your preparation and personal study 
of the lessons. 

As always, we’re here for you. Please send us your 
questions, thoughts, and suggestions. Let us know what we 
could do better and how these teaching plans could be even 
more relevant to your students and ministry.

Lindsey Bush
Editor, Collegiate 
lindsey.bush@threadsmedia.com

© 2011 LifeWay Christian Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention
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Getting started
Have the song “Longing” by Runaway City playing in the 
background as students arrive. 

Give each student a pen and a handout containing the 
following questions:

•	� How would you define the word “passion”? Does it have a 
positive or negative connotation?

•	� Rank the following items from greatest to least in terms of 
the passion you feel about each. (#1-12)

	 _______ Family
	 _______ Romantic Relationship
	 _______ School
	 _______ Job
	 _______ Future
	 _______ Wealth
	 _______ Relationship with God
	 _______ Material Possessions
	 _______ Personal Satisfaction
	 _______ Friends
	 _______ Position
	 _______ Other (fill in: _______________)

•	� Go back and rank the above items in terms of where you 
think your passion level should be for each.

Dig deeper
Refer to “Dig Deeper” on page 46 in Collegiate’s Winter 
2010/11 issue for a thought-provoking quote, an eye-
opening statistic, a correlating Scripture passage, and a 
recommended book that relates to the lesson topic.

This week you’ll need
• �A copy of this leader guide
• ��This week’s lesson on pages 46-47 of 
   Collegiate’s Winter Issue
• �The Song “Longing” by Runaway City from 

the album Amored Heart
• �Several copies of the “Getting Started” 

survey Activity

NEED TO KNOWS
Lesson Overview
This lesson is about Jehu’s zealous purge of all 
things connected with Ahab’s reign in Israel. 
The emphasis is on recognizing the dangers of 
zeal apart from spiritual faithfulness. The lesson 
encourages college students to always match their 
passion for the Lord with faithfulness to His ways.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 Kings 9:16,21B-22; 10:15-19,30-32

BIBLE STUDY
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
Have someone read the introduction to the session on 
page 46 of Collegiate’s Winter 2010/11 issue.

Most of us find ourselves in the midst of a fast-paced 
life. We have so much information available at the 
touch of a button. We drive-through to get our food, 
lattes, and prescriptions in minutes. Many times, we’re 
overcommitted to a host of activities. 

The challenges of school, home, work, and 
friendships drive us from one place to another trying 
to cover all the bases. If we’re not careful, we may lose 
sight of the real passions in our lives and give too much 
attention to the things that scream the loudest.

1) Choose a Side

Read 2 Kings 9:16,21B-22.
16 Jehu got into his chariot and went to Jezreel since 
Joram was laid up there and Ahaziah king of Judah had 
gone down to visit Joram. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
21b Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah 
set out, each in his own chariot, and met Jehu at the 
plot of land of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22 When Joram 
saw Jehu he asked, “Do you come in peace, Jehu?” 
He answered, “What peace can there be as long as 
there is so much prostitution and witchcraft from your 
mother Jezebel?” 

Have someone read “Choose a Side” on page 46 
of Collegiate.

•	� What are the real driving passions in your life? What do 
you give the most time to?

•	� What things do you frequently talk about with 
excitement or passion?

•	� Are your passions under godly guidance, or do they pull 
you away from God?

Life can sometimes become the tyranny of the urgent, 
meaning we give the most time and energy to the areas 

that demand our attention, not necessarily to the things 
which are our God-given passions.

•	� Identify activities in your life that take your time and 
focus, but only function as an escape from the daily 
frustrations and demands of life.

•	� Is your time with God a time of refueling your passion 
for Him, or is it merely one more thing to check off from 
your “to do” list?

•	� Name the passions in your life that need to be 
eliminated from their place as top priority. 

•	� Identify activities that drain you of your passion for God 
that can be eliminated from your life altogether.

2) A Friend in the Desert

Read 2 Kings 10:15-17.
15 When he left there, he found Jehonadab son of Rechab 
coming to meet him. He greeted him and then asked, “Is 
your heart one with mine?”  “It is,” Jehonadab replied. 
Jehu said, “If it is, give me your hand.” So he gave him 
his hand, and Jehu pulled him up into the chariot with 
him. 16 Then he said, “Come with me and see my zeal 
for the LORD!” So he let him ride with him in his chariot. 
17 When Jehu came to Samaria, he struck down all who 
remained from the house of Ahab in Samaria until he 
had annihilated his house, according to the word of the 
LORD spoken to Elijah. 

Have someone read “A Friend in the Desert” on page 46 
of Collegiate.

•	� Do you have someone in your life who keeps you 
accountable for your choices, actions, and priorities?

•	� Have you become vulnerable enough to share with 
that person the areas of “escape” that trip you up as 
you strive to grow in your relationship with Christ? 
(TV, addictions, and gossip are just a few.) If not, make 
an effort to confide in someone you trust with these 
challenges.

•	� Do you share the passions and goals of your life with 
someone you trust, asking God to create a fire in you 

	 for the things He’s calling you to pursue? This kind of
 	 transparency (along with prayer) will help change your 
	 passions to be in line with God’s desires for you.

3) Situational Ethics

Read 2 Kings 10:18-19.
18 Then Jehu brought all the people together and said 
to them, “Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu will serve 
him a lot. 19 Now, therefore, summon to me all the 
prophets of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests. 
None must be missing, for I have a great sacrifice for 
Baal. Whoever is missing will not live.” However, Jehu 
was acting deceptively in order to destroy the servants 
of Baal.

Have someone read “Situational Ethics” on pages 46-47 
of Collegiate.

•	� In what areas do you feel college students are most 
likely to compromise their ethics?

•	� Discuss the impact you think it has on college students’ 
lives when they compromise their ethics, thinking that 
no one will ever know. Does it cause harm even if no one 
else knows?

4) ��The Results of STrong Passion and 
    Weak Character

Read 2 Kings 10:30-32.
30 Nevertheless, the LORD said to Jehu, “Because you 
have done well in carrying out what is right in My 
sight and have done to the house of Ahab all that 
was in My heart, four generations of your sons 
will sit on the throne of Israel.”  31 Yet, Jehu was not 
careful to follow with all his heart the law of the 
LORD God of Israel. He did not turn from the sins 
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that Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit.  32 In 
those days the LORD began to reduce the size of 
Israel. Hazael defeated the Israelites throughout their 
territory:

Have someone read “The Results of Strong Passion and 
Weak Character” on page 47 of Collegiate.

•	� Discuss how a divided heart can bring down leaders. 
•	� Discuss people in politics, business, and Christian 

leadership who have allowed their success to become 
a stumbling block that eventually led to their downfall. 
Also discuss the things they lost as a result of 
overconfidence and pride. How did their actions change 
the legacy they’ll leave?

•	� Proverbs 11:2 says, “When pride comes, disgrace 
follows, but with humility comes wisdom.” How would 
you define “humility”? List ways we can avoid getting 
caught up in our own success and failing because of  
our pride.

BIBLE STUDY
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Think About This
Discuss the “Think About This” questions on page 47 of Collegiate.

APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session in prayer.

OPTION 1: 

Challenge your students to find an accountability partner they can meet with weekly. 
Ask them to identify the mental escapes that are the biggest temptations in their 
lives. Ask them to reflect on godly success and how that can be attained.

OPTION 2: 

Ask the students to get with a partner of the same gender. Have them talk about 
areas in their lives that scream for attention and deprive them of seeking their true, 
God-given passions. Have them discuss the kind of legacy they’d like to leave when 
they’re gone.

facilitatoR’s note
Make sure you’ve ordered the Spring 2011 issue of Collegiate magazine. Go online to 
threadsmedia.com/collegiate, e-mail subscribe@lifeway.com, or call 800.458.2772 
and press 4 to talk to a real person.

Pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME

read “The Definition of Insanity” on 
pages 48-49 of Collegiate.

Download the song “Let This Be the Day” 
by Josh Fox from the album Radiant to play 
next week.

COLLECT slips of paper and pencils to provide 
students for the “Getting Started” activity.

Enlist a musician to help with the music if 
you choose to have a worship time in the 
Option 2 “Apply to Life” activity.

Plan a Valentine’s Day get-together for 
your group. Use this as an opportunity to 
encourage students to invite friends who 
need a church/campus ministry home.

Pray for God to show the students areas of their lives that need to be rearranged 
in light of the truth they heard today. Where do they need to eliminate activities? 
What priorities need to be changed? Pray that students will lay those areas 
before God, asking that He give them wisdom as they make those changes. Pray 
that the students will learn to hear and discern God’s instructions. Pray that 
God will reveal to them the measures of true success and help them avoid the 
weaknesses that could distract them as Christians.

BIBLE STUDY
2 Kings 9–10 // week of Feb. 6
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Getting started
Have the song “Let This Be the Day” by Josh Fox playing in 
the background as students arrive.

Give each student a slip of paper and pencil to write down 
an answer to the following question:

•	 What’s the most frustrating thing about your life?

After you’ve collected all their responses, read each answer 
and ask the students what they think contribute to these 
frustrating things in life.

Dig deeper
Refer to “Dig Deeper” on page 48 in Collegiate’s Winter 
2010/11 issue for a thought-provoking quote and a 
suggested video clip that relates to the lesson topic.

This week you’ll need
• �A copy of this leader guide
• ��This week’s lesson on pages 48-49 of 
   Collegiate’s Winter Issue
• �The Song “Let This Be the Day” by Josh Fox 

from the album RAdiant
• �Slips of paper and Pencils for the “Get-

ting Started” activity
• �If you choose to have a worship time 

in  The option 2 “ApplY To Life” activity,  
enlist a musician to help with the music.

NEED TO KNOWS
Lesson Overview
This lesson is about the Northern Kingdom’s fall 
to Assyria, including a prophetic explanation 
of that disaster. The emphasis is on heeding 
God’s warnings about the consequences of 
disobedience. The lesson encourages college 
students to repent without delay of any 
disobedient attitudes and actions.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 Kings 17:5-9,13-15,18-20

BIBLE STUDY

6	 February 2011 collegiate teaching Plans

2 Kings 11–17 // week of Feb. 13

The Definition of Insanity



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
Have someone read the introduction to the session on 
page 48 of Collegiate’s Winter 2010/11 issue.

•	� What have you done repeatedly that you keep hoping 
will turn out differently?

	 • Cheering for the same team to win it all?
	 • Waiting for that special guy or girl to text you?
	 • �Hoping that your measly paycheck will stretch out 

over all your expenses until the next paycheck 
arrives?

1) Selective Memory

Read 2 Kings 17:5-9.
5 Then the king of Assyria invaded the whole land, 
marched up to Samaria, and besieged it for three 
years.  6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of 
Assyria captured Samaria. He deported the Israelites 
to Assyria and settled them in Halah and by the Habor, 
Gozan’s river, and in the cities of the Medes.
7 This disaster happened because the people of 
Israel had sinned against the LORD their God who 
had brought them out of the land of Egypt from the 
power of Pharaoh king of Egypt and because they had 
worshiped other gods.  8 They had lived according 
to the customs of the nations that the LORD had 
dispossessed before the Israelites and the customs 
the kings of Israel had introduced. 9 The Israelites 
secretly did what was not right against the LORD their 
God. They built high places in all their towns from 
watchtower to fortified city.

Have someone read “Selective Memory” on page 48 
of Collegiate.

•	� Why is it so hard for people to avoid the obvious trap 
of sin?

•	� Do you find that it’s easier to fall into sin now that you’re 
in college than it was back in high school?

•	� What are some ways you sabatoge yourself and make it 
easy to give in to temptation?

2) The REbel Road

Read 2 Kings 17:13-15.
13 Still, the LORD warned Israel and Judah through 
every prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from your 
evil ways and keep My commandments and statutes 
according to all the law I commanded your ancestors 
and sent to you through My servants the prophets.” 
14 But they would not listen. Instead, they became 
obstinate like their ancestors who did not believe the 
LORD their God. 15 They rejected His statutes and His 
covenant He had made with their ancestors  and the 
warnings He had given them. They pursued worthless 
idols and became worthless themselves, following the 
surrounding nations the LORD had commanded them 
not to imitate. 

Point out that Herod (another king) had a different 
reaction to the news that the wise men from the East 
discovered. He became threatened and unwilling to give 
an inch to the idea that someone might be greater than 
him. This is a reaction of the flesh.

Have someone read “The Rebel Road” on page 48 
of Collegiate.

•	� What causes two people from the same family to go  
in opposite directions? Do you think it’s genetics?  
Birth order? Experiences? 

•	� Has your personal story changed over the past few 
years? Were you more rebellious as a young teen?  
More questioning of God’s authority? Or do you find  
you have more questions and temptations today? 

3) God is a Gentleman

Read 2 Kings 17:18-20.
18 Therefore, the LORD was very angry with Israel, and 
He removed them from His presence. Only the tribe of 
Judah remained. 19Even Judah did not keep the 

commandments of the LORD their God but lived 
according to the customs Israel had introduced. 
20 So the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel, 
afflicted them, and handed them over to plunderers 
until He had banished them from His presence.

Have someone to read “God Is a Gentleman” on pages 48-
49 of Collegiate.

•	� Can you think of someone in the media or politics 
who left their faith roots behind and compromised 
their values? 

•	 What price have they had to pay for their choices?
•	� Do you think all the consequences of such a departure 

are public, or do you think some are hidden from  
public view?

BIBLE STUDY
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Think About This
Discuss the “Think About This” questions on page 49 of Collegiate.

APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session in prayer.

OPTION 1: 
As a group, express your love to God this Valentine’s Day. Ask the students to spend 
a moment reflecting on what God has given them.

•	 What specific mercy or blessing do you thank God for today?

Create a worship experience of prayer where students can verbally express their 
thanks to God through prayer, praise, or singing. Have an enlisted accompanist play 
some instrumental music while the students spend this time in worship and prayer.

OPTION 2: 

Divide into smaller groups and have the group discuss how they can develop 
accountability partners in order to protect each person’s relationship with God and 
guard against temptation and rebellion. 

•	 What does this look like on a practical level?
•	 Where could accountability partners meet?
•	 What are the questions you’d ask an accountability partner?

Pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME

read “Overcoming the Fear Factor” on 
pages 50-51 of Collegiate.

Download the song “There Is a Way” by 
Newworldson from the album Newworldson 
to play next week.

Prepare enough copies of the prayers listed 
in the Option 2 “Apply to Life” activity.

COLLECT slips of blank paper to provide 
students for the “Getting Started” activity.

Pray for your group to take seriously the threat of rebellion that could sabatoge 
their lives and their relationship with Jesus. Express your own desperate need 
for spiritual closeness to God. Acknowledge the vast number of temptations and 
opportunities to sin that students and Christ-followers face on a daily basis. 
Pray for God’s direction as we seek to remain/become close to Him.

BIBLE STUDY
2 Kings 11–17 // week of Feb. 13
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Getting started
Have the song “There Is a Way” by Newworldson playing in 
the background as students arrive.

Invite students to take a slip of paper and write three or four 
sentences of an experience they had that begins with the 
phrase, “I thought all hope was lost ...”

After everyone finishes, ask them to hand them back to you. 
Read each one and ask the group to guess whose story you 
were reading. 

Dig deeper
Refer to “Dig Deeper” on page 50 in Collegiate’s Winter 
2010/11 issue for a thought-provoking quote, and eye-
opening statistic, corellating Scripture passages, and a 
recommended book that relates to the lesson topic.

This week you’ll need
• �A copy of this leader guide
• ��This week’s lesson on pages 50-51 of 
   Collegiate’s Winter Issue
• �The Song “There Is a Way” by Newworld-

son from the album Newworldson
• �Slips of paper and Pencils for the “Get-

ting Started” activity
• �If you choose to do The option 2 “ApplY To 

Life” activity, Provide enough copies of 
the suggested prayers.

 

NEED TO KNOWS
Lesson Overview
This lesson is about Sennacherib’s invasion 
of Judah, including his threats against King 
Hezekiah and the citizens of Jerusalem. The 
emphasis is on the Lord’s saving power as the 
basis for hope. The lesson encourages college 
students to rely on the Lord’s saving power even 
in seemingly hopeless situations.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 Kings 18:28-32; 19:5-7,15-19

BIBLE STUDY
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
Have someone read the introduction to the session on 
page 50 in Collegiate’s Winter 2010/11 issue.

We often run into stretches of time where hope is hard to 
find. Whether it’s a failure, a shattered relationship, or a 
discarded proposal, what we do during hopeless times 
are even more important than what we do when things 
are going well. 

•	� Share a time in your life when you lost hope. (Try to 
choose a time that doesn’t have a happy ending,  
a pretty bow, or a moral.)

1) Do You Really Believe?

Read 2 Kings 18:28-32.
28 The Rabshakeh stood and called out loudly in 
Hebrew. Then he spoke: “Hear the word of the great 
king, the king of Assyria. 29 This is what the king says: 
‘Don’t let Hezekiah deceive you; he can’t deliver you 
from my hand. 30 Don’t let Hezekiah persuade you 
to trust in the LORD by saying: Certainly the LORD will 
deliver us! This city will not be handed over to the king 
of Assyria.’ 31 “Don’t listen to Hezekiah, for this is what 
the king of Assyria says: ‘Make peace with me and 
surrender to me. Then every one of you may eat from 
his own vine and his own fig tree, and every one may 
drink water from his own cistern 32 until I come and 
take you away to a land like your own land—a land of 
grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, 
a land of olive trees and honey—so that you may live 
and not die. But don’t listen to Hezekiah when he 
misleads you, saying: The LORD will deliver us.

Have someone read “Do You Really Believe?” on page 50 
of Collegiate.

•	� What “voices” get your attention these days?
•	� What causes you to doubt God?
•	� When are you most confused about truth?

2) Brothers or Fools?

Read 2 Kings 19:5-7.
5 So the servants of King Hezekiah went to Isaiah,  
6 who said to them, “Tell your master this, ‘The LORD 
says: Don’t be afraid because of the words you have 
heard, that the king of Assyria’s attendants have 
blasphemed Me with. 7 I am about to put a spirit in 
him, and he will hear a rumor and return to his own 
land where I will cause him to fall by the sword.

Have someone read “Brothers or Fools?” on pages 50-51 
of Collegiate.

•	� Do you have a friend whom you can count on when 
things get difficult and life hands you a set of 
challenging circumstances? How has he or she helped 
you in the past as you walked through a rough time?

•	� Who are you encouraging this week to remain faithful to  
the truth of God’s Word?

3) A Prayer with Teeth

Read 2 Kings 19:15-19.
15 Then Hezekiah prayed before the LORD: “LORD God of 
Israel who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are 
God—You alone—of all the kingdoms of the earth. You 
made the heavens and the earth. 16Listen closely, LORD, 
and hear; open Your eyes, LORD, and see; hear the words 
that Sennacherib has sent to mock the living God.  
17 LORD, it is true that the kings of Assyria have 
devastated the nations and their lands. 18 They have 
thrown their gods into the fire, for they were not gods 
but made by human hands—wood and stone. So they 
have destroyed them. 19 Now, LORD our God, please save 
us from his hand so that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that You are the LORD God—You alone.”

Have someone read “A Prayer With Teeth” on page 51  
of Collegiate.

Many times our prayers seem powerless. But God 
challenges us to call Him to do what He promises. He 
watches for us to take Him at His Word.  He’s much bigger 
than our prayers, but we should never think of our prayers 
as a way to order Him around to get what we want. 

However, He’s ready to stand by His Word and move 
upon the landscape of our personal desperation. His 
greatest blessing to us is His constant presence in prayer. 

•	� What big things are you trusting God with?
•	� Are you easily discouraged when prayers aren’t 

answered in your time frame?
•	� Do you need God to be as big as He was to Isaiah  

and Hezekiah?

BIBLE STUDY
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Think About This
Discuss the “Think About This” questions on page 51 of Collegiate.

APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session in prayer.

OPTION 1: 

Ask each group member to write down one word that describes how they’re trusting 
God to provide. After everyone’s finished, ask them to share it with the person to 
their right. Challenge the students to pray for th0se needs throughout the next week. 
Challenge them to pray with confidence that God will provide.

OPTION 2: 

Pass out the following ancient prayers and ask different students to read aloud:

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  
						      — Prayer of Francis of Assisi

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the 
things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. Living one day at a time; Enjoying 
one moment at a time; Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; Trusting that He will 
make all things right if I surrender to His Will; That I may be reasonably happy in this 
life and supremely happy with Him. Forever in the next. Amen. 
						      — Reinhold Niebuhr

Pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME

read “The Bible’s Biggest Losers” on 
pages 52-53 of Collegiate.

Download the song “Hold Onto Jesus” by 
Austins Bridge from the album Times Like 
These to play next week.

Collect slips of paper to provide students for 
the “Getting Started” activity.

Perhaps the greatest thing you can do for a believer is to encourage them to pray 
daily. So begin right now to pray that young adults will urgently and passionately 
pray. Pray for God to overwhelm your students with the desire to communicate 
with Him. Ask God to allow students to see their prayers answered even in small 
ways. This is such a pivotal time in a person’s life. Huge decisions are made and 
moral compasses spin like a top. The best (and greatest) thing we can do is pray 
for each other. It will change our world!

BIBLE STUDY
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Getting started
Have the song “Hold Onto Jesus” by Austins Bridge playing 
in the background as students arrive.
 
Give each student the following challenge on a sheet of paper:

•	� What one event in your life could’ve been changed with 
three inches?

•	� What event or situation could’ve been lost to you in a 
matter of two or three days?

Dig deeper
Refer to “Dig Deeper” on page 52 in Collegiate’s  
Winter 2010/11 issue for a thought-provoking quote,  
a recommended book, and a word study that relates  
to the lesson topic.

This week you’ll need
• �A copy of this leader guide
• ��This week’s lesson on pages 52-53 of 
   Collegiate’s Winter Issue
• �The Song “Hold Onto Jesus” by Austins 

Bridge from the album Times Like These
• �Slips of paper and Pencils for the  

“Getting Started” activity

NEED TO KNOWS
Lesson Overview
This lesson is about the surrender and eventual 
destruction of Jerusalem, the deportation of 
its people to Babylon, and King Jehoiachin’s 
subsequent release from prison. The emphasis 
is on the certainty of the Lord’s working out His 
redemptive plan. The lesson encourages college 
students to live patiently and confidently as the 
Lord works out His plan for His people in the 
course of human events.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 Kings 24:12-13,19-20; 25:8-11,27-30

BIBLE STUDY
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
Have someone read the introduction to the session on 
page 52 of Collegiate’s Winter 2010/11 issue.

Life and death are often measured in days, months, and 
hours. Similarly, life and death can also be a game of 
inches. Fame and fortune play random roles in the game. 
But one thing that isn’t random is God’s plan for our lives. 
Our job is to stay focused and discover it. Along the way, 
we learn that set-backs are often set-ups for something 
greater. This is how it was toward the end of Second Kings.

1) Goodbye to the Gold

Read 2 Kings 24:12-13.
12 Jehoiachin king of Judah, along with his mother, 
his servants, his commanders, and his officials, 
surrendered to the king of Babylon. So the king of 
Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his 
reign. 13 He also carried off from there all the treasures 
of the LORD’s temple and the treasures of the king’s 
palace, and he cut into pieces all the gold articles 
that Solomon king of Israel had made for the LORD’s 
sanctuary, just as God had predicted.

Have someone read “Goodbye to Gold” on page 52 
of Collegiate.

•	� What’s the greatest financial loss you’ve experienced 
over the past few years?

•	 How much does it hurt to see money disappear?
•	 How do you recover from disappointment?
•	� How has God used the “process of distraction” in  

your life?

2) Goodbye to God

Read 2 Kings 24:19-20.
19 Zedekiah did what was evil in the LORD’s sight just as 
Jehoiakim had done. 20 Because of the LORD’s anger, it 
came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that 
He finally banished them from His presence. Then, 
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

Have someone read “Goodbye to God” on page 52 
of Collegiate.

•	� When have you felt abandoned by God because of lost 
hopes, dreams, or loneliness?

•	� Do you think God ever really leaves us? Or is He  
just silent?

•	� What do you think angers God today?

3) Goodbye to Ground

Read 2 Kings 25:8-11.
8 On the seventh day of the fifth month, which was 
the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, Nebuzaradan, the commander of the guards, 
a servant of the king of Babylon, entered Jerusalem. 
9 He burned the LORD’s temple, the king’s palace, 
and all the houses of Jerusalem; he burned down all 
the great houses. 10 The whole Chaldean army with 
the commander of the guards tore down the walls 
surrounding Jerusalem. 11 Nebuzaradan, the commander 
of the guards, deported the rest of the people who were 
left in the city, the deserters who had defected to the 
king of Babylon, and the rest of the population.

Have someone read “Goodbye to Ground” on page 52  
of Collegiate.

•	 Of where you’ve lived, which was your favorite?
•	 What do you miss about that place?
•	� What does the phrase “We’re not in Kansas  

anymore” mean?

Also read Psalm 137:1-3.

•	 Has life ever seemed like a cruel tale?

4) Hello To Hope

Read 2 Kings 25:27-30.
27 On the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth month of 
the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Judah’s King 
Jehoiachin, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the 
year he became king, pardoned King Jehoiachin of 
Judah and released him from prison. 28 He spoke 
kindly to him and set his throne over the thrones of the 
kings who were with him in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin 
changed his prison clothes, and he dined regularly in 
the presence of the king of Babylon for the rest of his 
life. 30 As for his allowance, a regular allowance was 
given to him by the king, a portion for each day, for the 
rest of his life.

Have someone read “Hello to Hope” on pages 52-53 
of Collegiate.

This passage reminds us of the grace God gives us.

•	� Can you recall a time when God gave you small graces 
in bad times?

Also Read Psalm 23:5, Lamentations 3:22-24, and Romans 5:8.

Take a moment to reflect upon these passages and their 
significance to your lives.

BIBLE STUDY
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Think About This
Discuss the “Think About This” questions on page 53 of Collegiate.

APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session in prayer.

OPTION 1: 

This lesson has been about God’s faithfulness during captivity. Even when we 
deserve punishment, God is still there. Divide into small groups and ask students 
to brainstorm ways that they can reach out to someone in prison. Challenge them to 
follow through with at least one of their ideas. 

OPTION 2: 

Invite a person who’s been through the difficult experience of jail or prison to talk 
about God’s faithfulness to them during that dark time.

OPTION 3: 

•	� Ask the group if there’s anyone in the room you can pray for who’s going through 
a time of doubt, questioning, or pain.

Conclude by reading the following quote from the writings of George MacDonald:

“No words can express how much our world ’owes’ to sorrow. Most of the Psalms 
were conceived in a wilderness. Most of the New Testament was written in a prison. 
The greatest words of God’s Scriptures have all passed through great trials. The 
greatest prophets have ‘learned in suffering what they wrote in their books.’ So 
take comfort afflicted Christian! When our God is about to make use of a person, He 
allows them to go through a crucible of fire.”

facilitatoR’s note
Distribute the Spring 2011 Collegiate magazine to each of your students. Encourage 
them to read through the articles and next week’s Bible study lesson before 
returning to the group.

Pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME

read “How to be Friends Forever”  
on pages 28-29 of Collegiate’s Spring 
2011 issue.

Download the song “You and I” by Chris 
August from the album No Far Away to play 
next week.

Pray for God to reveal Himself in times of pain, disappointment, and struggle. 
Life becomes more difficult as we enter into the newness of adulthood. It can be 
intense and scary to take those steps toward financial independence and deeper 
relationships. Pray for God to give guidance and encouragement when things are 
spinning out of control and we feel imprisoned by our own circumstances.
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