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THIS WEEK YOU'LL NEED

« ACOPY OF THIS LEADER GUIDE

« THIS WEEK'S LESSON IS ON PAGE 52 OF
THE WINTER ISSUE OF .

« THE SONGS “FOUND” BY AARON IVEY, FROM
THE ALBUM ,
AND “THERE WILL BE A DAY" BY JEREMY
CAMP, FROM THE ALBUM

e FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE STORIES
OF SOME MODERN-DAY CHRISTIAN MARTYRS.
CONSIDER STARTING WITH DIETRICH
BONHOEFFER, CASSIE BURNALL, AND JIM
ELLIOT.

NEED TO KNOWS

LESSON OVERVIEW

This session is about Jesus’ crucifixion, death,
and resurrection. The emphasis is on how
Christians are to face unfair experiences. The
lesson encourages college students to be faithful
to God even when life is unfair.

FOCAL PASSAGES
MARK 15:15-20,29-32,37-39; 16:5-7

MARK 15:15-20,29-32,37-39; 16:5-7
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REMAINING FAITHFUL WHEN LIFE’S UNFAIR

GETTING STARTED
Have the song “There Will Be a Day” by Jeremy Camp
playing in the background as students arrive.

e What’s the worst abuse you’ve ever suffered for
following Jesus?

e What were your thoughts and feelings as you went
through those situations?

¢ How did you react in those circumstances?
If you’ve ever been ridiculed, insulted, or mistreated

because of your commitment to follow Christ, you’re in
good company. All around the world today, people are

experiencing horrific injustices because they are Christians.

What does the Book of Mark have to say about being
faithful to God when life is unfair?

DIG DEEPER

Refer to “Dig Deeper” on page 52 in the Winter issue of
Collegiate magazine for related stats, Web sites to check
out, and recommended reads.
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EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Have someone read the introduction to the session on
page 52 of the Winter 2009—-10 Collegiate magazine.

Even when we’re treated unfairly, we can be faithful to God
by demonstrating behavior that reflects our relationship
with Jesus Christ.

1). WE MAY BE ABUSED (MARK 15:15-20)

READ MARK 15:15-20.
Then, willing to gratify the crowd, Pilate released
Barabbas to them. And after having Jesus flogged, he
handed Him over to be crucified. **Then the soldiers led
Him away into the courtyard (that is, headquarters) and
called the whole company together. ’They dressed Him
in a purple robe, twisted together a crown of thorns,
and put it on Him. **And they began to salute Him, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” **They kept hitting Him on the head
with a reed and spitting on Him. Getting down on their
knees, they were paying Him homage. 2°When they had
mocked Him, they stripped Him of the purple robe, put
His clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.

Have someone read “We May Be Abused” on page 52 of
Collegiate magazine.

e What was unfair about the way Jesus was treated?

Facilitator’s Note: Connect the dots with other passages:

READ MATTHEW 27:12-14. THIS SCENE TAKES PLACE RIGHT BEFORE
THE ONE ABOVE:
2And while He was being accused by the chief priests
and elders, He didn’t answer. 3Then Pilate said to Him,
“Don’t You hear how much they are testifying against
You?” *“But He didn’t answer him on even one charge, so
that the governor was greatly amazed.

¢ From this passage, what can we learn about the way we
should respond to persecution?

e What kinds of abuse might Americans expect to
experience for following Christ?

e Are those kinds of abuse typical of the abuse Christians
around the world experience?

The persecution we experience may not always take the
form of abuse. Sometimes Christians are persecuted
through being mocked. If we’re treated unfairly by being
mocked, we can be faithful to God by refusing to respond
in kind to the taunts of others.

2). WE MAY BE MOCKED (MARK 15:29-32)

READ MARK 15:29-32.
29Those who passed by were yelling insults at Him,
shaking their heads, and saying, “Ha! The One who
would demolish the sanctuary and build it in three days,
39save Yourself by coming down from the cross!”3'In
the same way, the chief priests with the scribes were
mocking Him to one another and saying, “He saved
others; He cannot save Himself! 3Let the Messiah, the
King of Israel, come down now from the cross, so that we
may see and believe.” Even those who were crucified with
Him were taunting Him.

Ask a volunteer to read “We May Be Mocked” on page 52 of
Collegiate magazine.

e Are Christians easy targets for mockery? Why or
why not?

e Why are insults and mockery so hard to take?

e What do we sacrifice if we respond to mockery with
mockery of our own, or if we lash out in anger?

e Have you ever blown an opportunity to be a witness for
Jesus because of a response you made to being mocked
or insulted? Looking back on the experience, what
disappoints you the most about your reaction?

e What does this passage reveal about Jesus’ character
and His sacrifice?

Sometimes the persecution Christians face results in
death. But we can face death, even when it seems unfair or
is untimely, with faith in God.

3). WE MAY FACE AN UNTIMELY DEATH (MARK 15:37-39)

READ MARK 15:37-39.
37But Jesus let out a loud cry and breathed His last.
38Then the curtain of the sanctuary was split in two from

BIBLE STUDY

MARK 15:15-20,29-32,37-39; 16:5-7
/I WEEK OF FEB. 28

top to bottom. 3*When the centurion, who was standing
opposite Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he said,
“This man really was God’s Son!”

Have someone read “We May Face an Untimely Death” on
page 52 of Collegiate magazine.

Think back on the stories of modern-day Christian
martyrs, such as Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Cassie Burnall, Jim
Elliot. What about their lives strikes you the most?

How have the deaths of Christian martyrs affected the
world? Can you see any positive outcomes?

What would be your thought process if faced with the
possibility of martyrdom?

Regardless of how unfairly we’re treated during our lives,
we can be sure our faithfulness will be vindicated.

4). WE WILL BE VINDICATED (MARK 16:5-7)

READ MARK 16:5-1.

sWhen they entered the tomb, they saw a young man
dressed in a long white robe sitting on the right side;
they were amazed and alarmed. ¢“Don’t be alarmed,”
he told them. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified. He has been resurrected! He is not
here! See the place where they put Him. 7But go, tell His
disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee;
you will see Him there just as He told you.

299

Ask a volunteer to read “We Will Be Vindicated” on page 53

of Collegiate magazine.

What form does our vindication take?

What does this passage say about God’s overarching
purposes in the world?

Practically speaking, how can this passage encourage
us in our own situations of persecution?
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THINK ABOUT THIS

Discuss the “Think About This” questions on page 53 of Collegiate magazine.

APPLY TO LIFE

Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the
session with prayer.

OPTION 1:

In small groups, make available some resources from Voice of the Martyrs
(persecution.com). These might include accounts of persecution from around the
world, prayer requests, lists of needs, newsletters, etc. Allow the groups time to
read through the material, then discuss these questions:

e What should our attitude be toward Christians around the world who are
suffering for following Jesus?

e What should our response be to their situations?

* What can we learn from their lives?

Spend several minutes praying for the believers who are persecuted for their
Christian faith.

OPTION 2:
As a group, spend some time brainstorming about situations involving Christian
persecution that you’re aware of around the world. Discuss these questions:

e Why do some believers experience persecution while others don’t?
e What specific things can we do as individuals, as a college ministry, and as
a church in response to their situations? Think in terms of prayer, outreach,

education, and giving.

Spend several minutes praying specifically for your role in bringing attention and
relief to these Christians.

PREPARING FOR NEXT QUARTER

Distribute the Spring 2010 issue of Collegiate to your students. Encourage them to
take time to read the articles and apply what they learn to their daily lives.

BIBLE STUDY
MARK 15:15-20,29-32,37-39; 16:5-7

PRAY . /I WEEK OF FEB. 28

Close in prayer. Thank God for being concerned with the plight of His people on earth.
Thank Him for staying close to us in times of abuse, mockery, and even death. Thank
Him for providing ultimate vindication one day through our resurrection, which is
made possible by Jesus’ resurrection. Confess to God the times when we haven’t
responded to persecution in a godly way. Ask Him to give us patience and steadfast-
ness when we face persecution for our faith. Ask God to give us opportunities to
demonstrate our faithfulness to Him, even when life is unfair.

BEFORE NEXT TIME

RE-READ “WHERE IS GOD WHEN | SUFFER” DOWNLOAD THE SONGS “Modern Day Moses”
on page 28 of your Spring 2010 Collegiate by Kendall Payne, from the album
magazine. Jordan’s Sister.

DOWNLOAD the Teaching Plans, Commentary,
Promotional Posters, and iMix for the
Spring 2010 issue of Collegiate from http://
threadsmedia.com/collegiate/leaders.
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