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Teaching Plans  
An exploration of the Books of 1 and 2 thessalonians

what is faith all about?
This issue we’re exploring what it truly means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. Whether you’re 
new to this whole Christianity thing or have known Christ for a while, you probably have a lot of 
questions—a lot of the time. The apostle Paul traveled to Macedonia (now modern-day north-
ern Greece) to share this message of Christ with the people in the city of Thessalonica. These 
books are his writings to these new converts, teaching them what it meant to live their new 
faith. Paul’s advice is just as relevant to us today.

What’s inside …
The goal of the Collegiate online features is to bring you a structured teaching plan with additional 
helps and relevant questions to equip you to lead a strong discussion-based lesson. Here’s a 
breakdown of what’s inside: Getting Started helps introduce the topic and get your students 
engaged in the lesson. Need to Knows highlights the main characters, historical context, 
and key verses of each lesson. Explore the Bible leads your students through the Scripture 
passages of the lesson, helping them understand the text, its historical and cultural context, 
and what it means to them today. Apply to Life gives you ideas for furthering the application 
of the Scripture, so students can take active steps to process what they’re learning and how 
it impacts their lives. Be sure you also utilize the commentary provided (threadsmedia.com/
collegiate) to help with your preparation and personal study of the lessons. 

As always, we’re here for you. Please send us your questions, thoughts, and suggestions. Let 
us know what we could do better and how these teaching plans could be even more relevant to 
your students and your ministry.

Waiting to hear from you,

Valerie Hancock
editor in chief of Threads 
valerie.hancock@threadsmedia.com
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be a part of a true community

getting started
Have the song “We Are One in the Spirit” by Brett & Emily 
Mills playing in the background as students arrive.

Name TV shows that display some sort of community, 
friendship, family, coworkers, etc. 

• �	� Why are humans wired for authentic community?

• 	� What happens when relationships never go beyond 
the surface?

•	� How does leadership (boss, professor, teacher, parent) 
affect a group’s sense of community?

dig deeper
Get Involved—Shane Claiborne, author of The Irresistible 
Revolution, is part of an “intentional community,” 
attempting to model biblical community by living 
and working together. Check out thesimpleway.org to 
learn about the grassroots community and non-profit 
organization.

Watch Lars and the Real Girl—starring Ryan Gosling. A 
socially inept guy’s relationship with an inflatable doll 
captivates his hometown.

this week you’ll need
• �	A  copy of this LEADER GUIDE
• 	� This week’s lesson is on page 38 of 
	t he winter issue of COllegiate.
• �	��� The Song “We Are one in the spirit” by 

brett & emily mills, from the album 
ready to dance, to play for the class 
as they arrive.

NEED TO KNOWS
characters1

BROTHERS—In Luke 8:21 Jesus uses the 
term brothers to refer to “those who hear 
and do the word of God.” Paul continues 
Jesus’ use of the term throughout his letters 
by calling people in the Christian community 
his brothers. The term appears frequently in 
1 & 2 Thessalonians, most often when he is 
challenging the community in specific aspects 
of their spiritual walks.

Historical context
Paul’s work as a missionary is divided into 
three different journeys. It is most likely that 1 
& 2 Thessalonians were written on his second 
journey, around A.D. 50–52, during which time 
he planted churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, 
and Berea, and helped stabilize the church in 
Corinth. 

FOCAL PASSAGES
1 thessalonians 5:12-18

Key verses
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

1. �Unless otherwise noted, all background information is from Holman Illustrated 

Bible Dictionary, ed. Chad Brand, Charles Draper, and Archie England (Nashville: 

Holman Bible Publishers, 2003).

BIBLE STUDY
1 thess. 5:12-28 // week of feb. 1



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
1). respect your leaders (1 thess. 5:12-13).

Read 1 Thess. 5:12-13.
12Now we ask you, brothers, to give recognition to 
those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord 
and admonish you, 13and to esteem them very highly 
in love because of their work. Be at peace among 
yourselves. 

•	� How has cynicism of politicians, things you hear from 
the media, or advertisements affected your impression 
of church leadership?

•	 Who is the spiritual authority in your life?

•	� Why are people sometimes easily offended by their 
pastor or Bible study teacher?

•	� Why do you think Paul instructs the church to hold their 
spiritual leaders “in the highest regard”?

•	� What is one way you can crush negativity directed at 
your church staff?

Connect the dots with other passages:
Hebrews 13:7,17

Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s 
word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of 
their lives, imitate their faith. . . . Obey your leaders 
and submit to them, for they keep watch over your 
souls as those who will give an account, so that they 
can do this with joy and not with grief, for that would 
be unprofitable for you. 

BIBLE STUDY
1 thess. 5:12-28 // week of feb. 1



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
2). reach out to one another (1 thess. 5:14-15).

Read 1 Thess. 5:14-15.
14And we exhort you, brothers: warn those who are 
lazy, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be 
patient with everyone. 15See to it that no one repays 
evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is 
good for one another and for all. 

Throughout 1 Thessalonians, we see the recurring theme 
of mutual encouragement. Paul teaches us that a healthy 
church consists of believers who are going out of their way 
to do good to one another and to speak to one another in a 
way that gives hope and courage. 

•	� What three groups of people does Paul list here in 
verse 14?

	
• 	� What would these kinds of people look like in our 

church today?

• 	� How are we to relate to each kind of person?  Why does 
Paul instruct us to behave in a unique way toward each 
type of person?

•	� Paul warns us that we are not to repay someone for 
hurting us. How does this fly in the face of everything 
the world teaches us? 

•	� Is Paul saying that we might gauge our spiritual growth 
by how we respond to insult, attack, and humiliation? 

Read 2 Timothy 2:24-25.  
	� 24The Lord’s slave must not quarrel, but must be 

gentle to everyone, able to teach, and patient, 
25instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps 
God will grant them repentance to know the truth. 

•	� How are we supposed to respond to people who 
disagree with us?

•	� What are subjects that Christians love to argue about?

•	� Why is our unity more important than winning the 
argument on these issues?

Compile a complete list of all the things that Paul says 
about effective Christian community in chapter 1. 

•	� How do churches you’ve been a part of measure up to 
this standard?

• 	� How can our group improve to be more like this Biblical 
model of a community of believers?

• 	� Can college students make an impact in the life of a 
church?  How?

BIBLE STUDY
1 thess. 5:12-28 // week of feb. 1



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
3). worship with one another (1 Thess. 5:16-22).

Read 1 Thess. 5:16-22.
16Rejoice always! 
17Pray constantly. 
18�Gi�ve thanks in everything, for this is God’s will for 

you in Christ Jesus. 
19Don’t stifle the Spirit. 
20Don’t despise prophecies, 
21but test all things. Hold on to what is good. 
22Stay away from every form of evil.

•	� Are some of Paul’s commands easier than others?  
Which ones and why?

Notice in verse 21 Paul instructs us to test everything and 
then hang on to what is good.  

• 	� When it comes to books, sermons, and ideas about 
God and Christian living, how should we test what 
we hear?

• 	 How will we know if what we are hearing is good or not?

BIBLE STUDY
1 thess. 5:12-28 // week of feb. 1



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
4). depend together upon god (1 Thess. 5:23-28).

Read 1 Thess. 5:23-28.
23Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely. And may your spirit, soul, and body be 
kept sound and blameless for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful, who also 
will do it. 25Brothers, pray for us also. 26Greet all the 
brothers with a holy kiss. 27I charge you by the Lord 
that this letter be read to all the brothers. 28May the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you!   

•	� Why would Paul tell us to be joyful always and to give 
thanks continually? 

•	� What did Paul mean by “test everything”? 

•	� What is our standard to know if something is good or 
evil?

Read John 10:28-30.
28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish—
ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand. 29My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than 
all. No one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 
hand. 30The Father and I are one.

Compare the teaching of this verse to verses 23-24 here in 
1 Thessalonians 5.  

•	� What do these verses reveal about the security of our 
salvation in God?  

Read verse 27 again with the group and ask:

•	� What does this verse teach us about the necessity of 
reading, knowing, and remembering the written Word 
of God?

BIBLE STUDY
1 thess. 5:12-28 // week of feb. 1



APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session with prayer.

Option 1:
Choose one church staff member and pray over that person as a group. Ask God to 
bless their ministry and strengthen their marriage and family. Ask God to surround 
him/her with protection. 

Also consider inviting the staff member to your class to share his/her vision for their 
role in your church leadership and the vision of the leadership as a whole. 

Encourage your group members to send the staff member a card or encouraging e-mail 
during the week.

Option 2:
Discuss any spiritually confusing classes your group members are taking this semester. 

•	 What are their professors teaching them? 
•	 How does that teaching match up to Scripture? 
•	 Why is it sometimes helpful to be forced to tackle tough spiritual questions?

pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME
Send your class an e-mail with 1 Thess. 
5:16-18 as a mid-week reminder and 
encouragement. Challenge them to practice 
constant prayer this week and to share with 
the class about their experience via e-mail.

Re-read “suffering with christ” on page 
39 of your Collegiate magazine.

Download the song “Darkness Falls” by 
Caleb Caruth, from the album Darkness Falls, 
to play next week.

Close in prayer. Pray for God’s protection over people in spiritual authority. Ask for 
discernment when facing challenging new philosophies. Ask God for unwavering 
commitment to the study of His Word.

BIBLE STUDY
1 thess. 5:12-28 // week of feb. 1



suffering with christ

getting started
Have the song “Darkness Falls” by Caleb Caruth playing in 
the background as students arrive.

Read the following situations and ask your group to rank 
how unfair each scenario seems. 1= not a big deal 5= gross 
injustice.

• �One 5-year-old gets three M&Ms. The other gets a 
whole bag.

• �Your professor randomly selects half the class to earn 
an automatic B on the final. 

• �The governor’s son gets an automatic pardon on all 
past and future speeding tickets.

• �Dad abandons his family and refuses to contribute 
financially. Mom must support family alone.

• �Government in Africa intentionally starves several 
communities to make a military point.

Humans seem to be wired to detect “fair” especially when 
we feel we’re getting gypped. 

• �	� How do we sometimes skew the concept of “fair” when it 
relates to us?

•	 Define “fair” in your own words. 

•	 Do you think God is fair? Explain.

dig deeper
Watch Shadowlands starring Anthony Hopkins, about C.S.
Lewis and his wife’s battle with cancer.

“God is so vastly wonderful, so utterly and completely 
delightful that He can, without anything other than Himself, 
meet and overflow the deepest demands of our total nature, 
mysterious and deep as that nature is.” –A.W. Tozer

this week you’ll need
• �	A  copy of this LEADER GUIDE
• 	� This week’s lesson is on page 39 of 
	t he winter issue of COllegiate.
• �	��� The Song “darkness falls” by caleb 

caruth, from the album darkness 
falls, to play for the class as they 
arrive.

NEED TO KNOWS
Historical context
The second letter to the church at Thessa-
lonica was written shortly after the first as a 
continuation of encouragement to the young 
church. Paul’s themes in the letter include 
“the greatness of God, the wonder of salvation 
in Christ, the second coming, and the impor-
tance of life and work each day.”2

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 thessalonians 1:1-12

Key verses
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 1:1-12 // week of feb. 8 

1. �Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. Chad Brand, Charles Draper, and Archie 

England (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1589.



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
1). god gives strength to endure (2 thess. 1:1-4).

Read 2 thess. 1:1-4.
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy:

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3We must always thank God for you, brothers, which 
is fitting, since your faith is flourishing, and the love 
of every one of you for one another is increasing. 

4Therefore we ourselves boast about you among 
God’s churches—about your endurance and faith in 
all the persecutions and afflictions you endure.  

•	� Why does the world struggle with God allowing 
suffering in the world?

•	 How do non-Christians try to explain suffering?

•	 How do you think God responds to human suffering?

•	� What happens when we cannot explain why God let 
something happen?

•	 How do growing faith and suffering exist side by side?

•	 How has your faith grown during a difficult time?

•	 How does Jesus model suffering for us?

•	� Do you think we will someday understand the “why” 
behind suffering, or do you think someday the “why” 
won’t matter?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 1:1-12 // week of feb. 8 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
2). worthy in righteousness (2 thess. 1:5-10).

Read 2 thess. 1:5-10.
5It is a clear evidence of God’s righteous judgment 
that you will be counted worthy of God’s kingdom, 
for which you also are suffering, 6since it is righteous 
for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 
7and to reward with rest you who are afflicted, along 
with us. This will take place at the revelation of the 
Lord Jesus from heaven with His powerful angels, 
8taking vengeance with flaming fire on those who 
don’t know God and on those who don’t obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9These will pay the penalty 
of everlasting destruction, away from the Lord’s 
presence and from His glorious strength, 10in that 
day when He comes to be glorified by His saints 
and to be admired by all those who have believed, 
because our testimony among you was believed.  

•	� Paul promises us that God will punish those who have 
not lived according to the gospel. How does that affect 
how you see your non-Christian friends?

•	 Why do many people struggle with the concept of hell?

•	� Why is hell necessary if God is truly holy and truly 
loving?

Most Christians in America probably don’t need the im-
mediate “relief” described by Paul in verse 7. We are not 
chained, imprisoned, tortured, starving, ostracized, and 
fearful for our families. 

•	� How might persecuted believers in other cultures 
welcome the sweet relief of God’s justice?

Jonathan Edwards says, “Our obligation to love, honor, 
and obey any being, is in proportion to his loveliness, 
honorableness, and authority . . . God is a being infinitely 
lovely, because he hath infinite excellency and beauty . . . 
So that sin against God, being a violation of infinite obliga-
tions, must be a crime infinitely heinous, and so deserving 
of infinite punishment” (from Five Discourses on Important 
Subjects, “Justice of God in the Damnation of Sinners”).  

•	� What exactly is Edwards’ argument here?

• 	 Do you agree or disagree? Why?

•	� Why is Edwards’ position unpopular in the modern 
world?

•	� What does this passage in 1 Thessalonians teach us 
about just how evil a thing it is to reject Jesus? 

•	� How does studying hell increase our awe and 
appreciation for the cross?

Read ephesians 2:7.
So that in the coming ages He might display the 
immeasurable riches of His grace in His kindness 
to us in Christ Jesus. 

You are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms. How 
does that alter your concept of “fair”?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 1:1-12 // week of feb. 8 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
3). worthy of god’s calling (2 thess. 1:11-12).

Read 2 thess. 1:11-12.
11And in view of this, we always pray for you that our 
God will consider you worthy of His calling, and will, 
by His power, fulfill every desire for goodness and 
the work of faith, 12so that the name of our Lord Jesus 
will be glorified by you, and you by Him, according 
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

•	� According to these verses, how does God get glory 
from our lives?

•	� Why do we need His power to carry out our good works?

•	� Have you ever tried to do something “good” outside 
the power of God? What happened?

read Psalm 116:12-15 (The Message).
12What can I give back to GOD for the blessings he’s 
poured out on me? 13I’ll lift high the cup of salva-
tion—a toast to GOD! I’ll pray in the name of GOD; 
14I’ll complete what I promised GOD I’d do, and I’ll do 
it together with his people. 15When they arrive at the 
gates of death, GOD welcomes those who love him. 

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 1:1-12 // week of feb. 8 



APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session with prayer.

Option 1:
Show the following clips from The Lord of the Rings. 

From The Two Towers: Play the scene when Gandalf comes over the top of the hill to 
bring rescue to his friends and defeat the enemy army at Helm’s Deep.

From The Return of the King: Play the scene when the riders of Rohan come over the hill 
and attack the enemy army with their huge cavalry of armored horses.    

Option 2:
Divide into small groups and tackle these questions commonly posed by the world.

•	 Why does God allow suffering?

•	 How could a loving God send anyone to hell?

•	 If God is real, why does evil exist?

pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME

Re-read “standing firm in shaky times” 
on page 40 of your Collegiate magazine.

Download the song 
“Solid Rock (On Christ the Solid Rock)” by 
Passion, from the album Hymns Ancient & 
Modern,” to play next week.

Download the sermon “What Must Happen 
before the Day of the Lord?” by John Piper, 
from the Web site desiringgod.org.

Close in prayer. Ask God to keep you from demanding “fair” in your life. Ask Him to 
make you infinitely grateful for everything He has already given to you. Tell God that 
you trust Him to one day destroy everything evil. 

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 1:1-12 // week of feb. 8 



standing firm in shaky times

getting started
Have the song “Solid Rock (On Christ the Solid Rock)” by 
Passion playing in the background as students arrive.

Divide your students into three groups and give each group 
one of the following passages of Scriptures and ask them to 
discuss the questions that follow:

Acts 1:4-11
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Matthew 24:4-14

• 	 Who determines and controls the events of the last days? 

• �	� Why do you think God doesn’t reveal every detail of the 
last days?

• �	� What things do we know for certain will happen before the 
return of Christ?

• �	� Just because we will never know everything, should we 
stop studying end-time events?

• �	� Is there a difference between studying the end times for 
entertainment and studying to grow closer to God?

dig deeper
Found on page 40 of Collegiate magazine: 

Study On: 
Second Peter echoes many of the same themes of 2 
Thessalonians 2, including warning against false teachers 
in the church; the danger of apostasy (abandoning the 
faith); the future glory of Christ; and the judgment of the 
Day of the Lord. Jude and the writer of Hebrews also have 
much to say about apostasy. Compare what these very 
different writers have to say about the same topics.

this week you’ll need
• �	A  copy of this LEADER GUIDE
• 	� This week’s lesson is on page 40 of 
	t he winter issue of COllegiate.
• �	��� The Song “solid rock (on christ the 

solid rock)” by passion, from the 
album hymns ancient & modern, to play 
for the class as they arrive.

NEED TO KNOWS
characters
The “man of lawlessness” in 2 Thess. 2:3 is 
probably the same person as the antichrist 
from the Book of Revelation. This is the man 
who, armed with satanic power, will oppose 
Christ in the end times.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 thessalonians 2:1-17

Key verses
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 2:1-17 // week of feb. 15 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
1). reject teachings that are not biblical (2 thess. 2:1-4).

Read 2 thess. 2:1-4.
1Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our being gathered to Him: we ask you, 
brothers, 2not to be easily upset in mind or troubled, 
either by a spirit or by a message or by a letter as if 
from us, alleging that the Day of the Lord has come. 
3Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way. For that 
day will not come unless the apostasy comes first 
and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction. 4He opposes and exalts himself above 
every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 
sits in God’s sanctuary, publicizing that he himself 
is God.  

•	� Why are believers fascinated by end-time events?

•	� What crazy Armageddon/end-time theories have you 
come across?

•	� How do you distinguish between speculation and 
biblical truth?

•	� What do people gain by spreading false teaching about 
the end times?

•	� Verse 2 tells us not to become unsettled or alarmed at 
false prophecy. Have you ever been unsettled by an 
end-time theory? 

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 2:1-17 // week of feb. 15 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
2). god is sovereign over the last days (2 thess. 2:5-10).

Read 2 thess. 2:5-10.
5Don’t you remember that when I was still with you 
I told you about this? 6And you know what currently 
restrains him, so that he will be revealed in his time. 
7For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 
but the one now restraining will do so until he is 
out of the way, 8and then the lawless one will be 
revealed. The Lord Jesus will destroy him with the 
breath of His mouth and will bring him to nothing 
with the brightness of His coming. 9The coming of 
the lawless one is based on Satan’s working, with all 
kinds of false miracles, signs, and wonders, 10and 
with every unrighteous deception among those who 
are perishing. They perish because they did not 
accept the love of the truth in order to be saved.  

•	� According to these verses, how does God have ultimate 
authority over the events of the end times?

•	� How is the “mystery of lawlessness” already at work in 
our world?

•	 How will Jesus overthrow the lawless one (v. 8)?

•	 According to verse 10, why do people perish?

•	 What does it mean to “accept the love of the truth”?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 2:1-17 // week of feb. 15 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
3). stand firm in god’s word (2 thess. 2:11-17).

Read 2 thess. 2:11-17.
11For this reason God sends them a strong delusion 
so that they will believe what is false, 12so that all will 
be condemned—those who did not believe the truth 
but enjoyed unrighteousness. 

13But we must always thank God for you, brothers 
loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
has chosen you for salvation through sanctification 
by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14He 
called you to this through our gospel, so that you 
might obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
traditions you were taught, either by our message or 
by our letter. 

16May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our 
Father, who has loved us and given us eternal 
encouragement and good hope by grace, 
17encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every 
good work and word.  

•	� How does it make you feel to know God chose you from 
the beginning (v. 13)? 

•	� How does verse 13 give you confidence in dealing with 
the end times?

read 2 Thess 2:15-17 (the message).
15So, friends, take a firm stand, feet on the ground 
and head high. Keep a tight grip on what you were 
taught, whether in personal conversation or by our 
letter. 16May Jesus himself and God our Father, who 
reached out in love and surprised you with gifts of 
unending help and confidence, 17put a fresh heart in 
you, invigorate your work, enliven your speech. 

•	� Why is college an important time to “hold to the 
traditions you were taught”?

•	� How do professors, media, friends, and the world try to 
weaken what you know spiritually?

•	 What does it mean for God to give us a fresh heart?

•	� How might we use this newfound confidence to enliven 
our speech?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 2:1-17 // week of feb. 15 



APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session with prayer.

Option 1:
Divide into small groups and have each group discuss the following questions:

• 	� Is it better to ignore false teachers or to proactively confront their teaching head 
on?  Do different circumstances call for different reactions on our part?  Explain.

•	 How does Christ’s future return impact your daily choices?

•	 How can you encourage each other that this world is not our home?

For extra study on the end times:
2 Peter 3:1-18
Matthew 24:14
Matthew 24:21-22
Luke 21:23-24
Ezekiel
Daniel
Isaiah
Revelation

Option 2:
Back to the Beginning: Read Genesis 1–3.

•	 How does understanding our beginning help us understand our end?

•	� Is it more important to know how we were made and where we come from than how 
the world will end? Why or why not?

• 	 What do you think your attitude would be like if you lived under rules like these?

• 	 Do you think regulations like this honor God?

pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME
Consider having an end of the quarter party 
with your group. Whether this is a night of 
food and games at your house or dinner at a 
fun restaurant, put some kind of celebration 
on the calendar for next week. This will be a 
great way to transition into the spring with 
your group.

Re-read “work faithfully to build up 
each other” on page 41 of your Collegiate 
magazine.

Close in prayer thanking God for the hope we have that He will eventually eliminate 
evil from the world. Ask Him for continual understanding that everything is 
orchestrated in God’s time. Provide an opportunity for group members to pray out 
loud for specific ways they need to be reminded of God’s hope this week.

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 2:1-17 // week of feb. 15 



work faithfully to build up each other

getting started
If your church has a partnership with  local or overseas 
missionaries, print information about one family to share 
with your group. If you need ideas, visit thetask.org for 
missionary bios and current images from the field. 

• �	� Why is it important to study the advancement of the 
gospel in other countries?

•	 How is our task as believers the same around the world?

•	� How are missionaries sometimes seen as “super 
spiritual”?

dig deeper
Found on page 41 of Collegiate magazine: 

“The evangelization of the world is a desperate struggle with 
the Prince of Darkness and with everything his rage can stir up 
in the shape of obstacles, vexations, oppositions, and hatred, 
whether by circumstances or by the hand of man. It is a serious 
task. Oh, it should mean a life of consecration.”

–Francois Collard, missionary of the Zambesi

Get Involved: One of your responsibilities as a member 
of the body of Christ is to pray continually for those doing 
God’s work around the world. The book Operation World 
(operationworld.org) is a great resource to help guide your 
global prayers.

this week you’ll need
• �	A  copy of this LEADER GUIDE
• 	� This week’s lesson is on page 41 of 
	t he winter issue of COllegiate.

NEED TO KNOWS

Historical context
Show a map or list stats on Paul’s three 
missionary journeys. If you have a study 
Bible there is probably a map of Paul’s 
journey in the back. If not, the Web will 
have plenty of resources.

FOCAL PASSAGES
2 thessalonians 3:1-18

Key verse
1 Thessalonians 3:13

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 3:1-18 // week of feb. 22 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
1). pray for ministers of the gospel (2 thess. 3:1-2).

Read 2 thess. 3:1-2.
1Finally, pray for us, brothers, that the Lord’s 
message may spread rapidly and be honored, just 
as it was with you, 2and that we may be delivered 
from wicked and evil men, for not all have faith.  

•	� Paul asks for prayer concerning the gospel before he 
asks for prayer about his own safety. What does that 
reveal about his character?

•	 Why does Paul pray to be delivered from evil men?

Historical context:
Refer to “Historical Context” on the previous page. Using 
your map, discuss the following questions with the group: 

• 	 Where had Paul traveled? 

•	 What churches were already in place? 

•	� About how many believers were there in the entire 
world at this point in Paul’s ministry? 

Read Philippians 1:4-7.  
4always praying with joy for all of you in my every 
prayer, 5because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now. 6I am sure of this, that 
He who started a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7It is right 
for me to think this way about all of you, because I 
have you in my heart, and you are all partners with 
me in grace, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and establishment of the gospel. 

There is a unique spiritual bond between us and the 
missionaries we support.

•	 What does a “partnership in the gospel” look like?

•	� How are we unified with fellow believers around 
the world?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 3:1-18 // week of feb. 22 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
2). persist in faithfulness (2 thess. 3:3-5).

Read 2 thess. 3:3-5.
3But the Lord is faithful; He will strengthen and 
guard you from the evil one. 4We have confidence in 
the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do 
what we command. 5May the Lord direct your hearts 
to God’s love and Christ’s endurance.  

Again Paul reiterates that God is our source of strength for 
obedience and holiness:

•	� What do you think Paul means when he prays for the 
Thessalonians that God would “direct your hearts”?

•	� Why does sharing the gospel require both love and 
endurance?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 3:1-18 // week of feb. 22 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
3). work hard to build up others (2 thess. 3:6-12).

Read 2 thess. 3:6-12.
	 �6Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother 
who walks irresponsibly and not according to the 
tradition received from us. 7For you yourselves know 
how you must imitate us: we were not irresponsible 
among you; 8we did not eat anyone’s bread free of 
charge; instead, we labored and toiled, working 
night and day, so that we would not be a burden to 
any of you. 9It is not that we don’t have the right to 
support, but we did it to make ourselves an example 
to you so that you would imitate us. 10In fact, when we 
were with you, this is what we commanded you: “If 
anyone isn’t willing to work, he should not eat.” 11For 
we hear that there are some among you who walk 
irresponsibly, not working at all, but interfering with 
the work of others. 12Now we command and exhort 
such people, by the Lord Jesus Christ, that quietly 
working, they may eat their own bread. 

•	� Paul shifts from discussing the gospel to discussing 
fallen believers. Why do you think he chose to mention 
this in his concluding verses to the Thessalonian 
church?

•	� How does Paul say we are supposed to react to the 
fellow believer who “walks irresponsibly”?

•	 Why do we overlook this command in our culture? 

•	� Why does Paul passionately remind the Thessalonians 
that he was not a burden to them?

•	 How does Paul respond to those who don’t work hard?

•	 How does this translate to our culture today?

•	� Is it possible to work hard for money, grades, or 
relationships, bur not to work hard spiritually?

Read Romans 15:1-2 (the Message).
	 �1Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need 

to step in and lend a hand to those who falter, and 
not just do what is most convenient for us. Strength 
is for service, not status. 2Each one of us needs to 
look after the good of the people around us, asking 
ourselves, “How can I help?” 

read Galatians 6:1-3 (the message).
	� 1Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into 

sin, forgivingly restore him, saving your critical 
comments for yourself. You might be needing 
forgiveness before the day’s out. 2Stoop down and 
reach out to those who are oppressed. Share their 
burdens, and so complete Christ’s law. 3If you think 
you are too good for that, you are badly deceived. 

•	� How do you reprimand your brother and sister without 
writing them off?

•	� Do you think the church today judges too harshly or 
tries too hard not to offend anyone?

•	� Is there a difference in how you react to the sin of a 
believer and the sin of a non-Christian?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 3:1-18 // week of feb. 22 



EXPLORE THE BIBLE 
4). handle disobedience with love (2 thess. 3:13-18).

Read 2 thess. 3:13-18.
13Brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 14And 
if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, 
take note of that person; don’t associate with him, 
so that he may be ashamed. 15Yet don’t treat him as 
an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 16May the Lord 
of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. 
The Lord be with all of you. 17This greeting is in my 
own hand—Paul. This is a sign in every letter; this is 
how I write. 18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with all of you. 

Read James 5:19-20.  
19My brothers, if any among you strays from the 
truth, and someone turns him back, 20he should 
know that whoever turns a sinner from the error 
of his way will save his life from death and cover a 
multitude of sins. 

• 	� What do you think these instructions from Paul and 
James would look like in real life today?

• 	� What kinds of situations would call for this kind of 
action?

• 	� Are there degrees of seriousness with which we should 
approach correcting another believer?

•	� How would you want another believer to confront you if 
you needed it?

Paul says, “Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him 
as a brother” (2 Thess. 3:15). 

• �	� What is the difference between treating your struggling 
friend as an enemy and as a brother?

•	� Why doesn’t Paul tell us to ignore our stumbling 
brother and just give him or her grace?

•	� How can warning your brother in love bring them back 
to God?

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 3:1-18 // week of feb. 22 



APPLY TO LIFE 
Lead the group in one (or more) of the lesson applications below. Then close the 
session with prayer.

Option 1:
Think of someone you know who needs to return to Christ.  

• �Pray for these people by name and commit to write them a note, e-mail or a 
Facebook message to encourage them.

• Establish a time to hang out: coffee, sporting event, dinner, movie, etc.

• �Depending on your relationship, ask them about their recent decisions and let the 
person know you care about them. 

• Commit to loving the person regardless of their decision.

Option 2:
Close in prayer.

Prayer for missionaries:
• Pray for the gospel to be spread quickly.
• �Ask God’s protection on missionaries’ marriages, families, health, and livelihood.
• Ask God to renew a sense of urgency in our missionary calling.

Prayer for struggling believers:
• Ask God to bring our brothers and sisters back to Him.
• Pray that our friends will be restless until they come to God. 
• Ask God to use anything to bring our friends back to Him.
• Pray for gentleness but clarity when we communicate to our friends.

pray …

BEFORE NEXT TIME
Get together with your group to celebrate the 
end of another quarter and get geared up for 
the next one. This would be the perfect time 
to fellowship together as a group (and give 
everyone their copy of the Spring Collegiate 
magazines ).

Re-read “Living close to god’s 
expectations” on page 30 of your Spring 
2009 Collegiate magazine.

Download the song “Expectations” by 
Caedmon’s Call, from the album Overdressed 
to play next week.

Close in prayer, using Option 2 in the “Apply to Life” section as a guide.

BIBLE STUDY
2 thess. 3:1-18 // week of feb. 22 


