


























Verses 17-18: Elijah was a man with a nature like ours; yet
he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and for three years
and six months it did not rain on the land. Then he prayed
again, and the sky gave rain and the land produced its fruit.

The example of Elijah is important because he was a man
with a nature like ours. He shared our potential for weak-
ness. Yet even with this frail human nature he prayed faith-
fully and the results were powerful (1 Kings 17-18). God
does not reserve His blessings and the power of prayer for
a spiritually elite class. These blessings are available to all
His children.

Verse 19: My brothers, if any among you strays from the
truth, and someone turns him back,

These closing two verses do not sound at all like a tra-
ditional closing, yet the topic is appropriate for it concerns
spiritual restoration. We are to understand that the person
who strays from the truth is a Christian who has neglected
his faith. The ministry of restoration includes a fellow Chris-
tian who turns him back. This action involves a gracious but
determined spirit.

Verse 20: he should know that whoever turns a sinner from
the error of his way will save his life from death and cover a
multitude of sins.

The restoration benefits the restored in two ways. First, he
will save his life from death. The Christian, though straying
from the truth, is secure in salvation. James meant a literal
physical death that could result from a sinful lifestyle. James
was not teaching that Christians can save others from their
sins or that Christians can lose their salvation. The second
benefit is clearer, for the formerly stumbling Christian’s
sins are forgiven. Based on God’s consistency in answering
prayers in the past, James assured his readers of the power
of their prayers.



