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The 411
A covenant is an agreement between two parties. In the 
context of a Bible study group, a covenant is a helpful tool 
that guides the group members as they journey through 
biblical community together. It defines the direction the 
group should go and the commitment the group will 
require of each participant.

There are several examples of covenants in Scripture: 
God and Noah in Genesis 6 and 9, God and Abraham in 
Genesis 17, Jonathan and David in 1 Samuel 18, and Christ 
and the Church in 1 Corinthians 11:25 and 2 Corinthians 3:6.

It is important to include everyone in your group in the
covenant building process. Each study group has its own 
personality, so a covenant must to be specific to your goals, 
needs, and concerns.  

 

Here are some questions to consider as you form a covenant:
How do we want this group to impact our lives?

What commitments will it take from each of us to do that?

Are we willing and able to make these commitments 
to each other?

How should misunderstandings or disagreements be 
handled?

Mike Hurt is a leading thinker and trainer in small group life. His passion to see people connected in community is the backbone of his ministry mindset. Mike is currently the director of community campus development at McLean Bible Church and Frontline, the church’s young adult ministry, just outside of Washington D.C. Previously, he served for six years as the small groups pastor at McLean and Frontline. While in this position, he was the lead developer of www.smallgroupresources.org. He is a graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and lives in Leesburg, Virginia, with his wife, Kristi, and their three kids. 

Essential Elements
While each covenant is unique, there are some key issues 
that should be addressed in all covenants:

Scripture: Scripture will be taught and discussed in ways 
that can be applied to life.

Confidentiality: What is said in the group stays in the group 
unless it is determined that a person is in danger of hurting 
themselves or someone else. In this case, the appropriate 
full-time church staff will be notified to help. Nothing said in 
the group should be discussed outside the group without 
the permission of those involved.

Respect: The group is not about advising, analyzing, or 
“fixing” others. Groups meet to support, encourage, and 
admonish each other toward Christ-likeness. We do all 
of this in love.

Sharing: Be considerate of everyone in the group and 
allow each time to share. Be sensitive about dominating 
group discussion times; limit the amount of time you share.

Attendance: Make a commitment to your group to show 
up on time and end on time. When you can’t attend, call 
the host to let them know. Group members should commit 
to regular attendance.

Listening: Everyone needs a listening ear. When someone 
is talking, everyone else should be actively listening.

Conflict Resolution: Whenever relationships are involved, 
there will be conflict. Strive to handle the conflict biblically 
according to Matthew 18.

Offensive Statements and Jokes: Everyone is on the same 
side. Guard against offending each another by avoiding 
offensive statements and jokes. If someone offends you, 
work it out directly with that person.

Preparation: Come ready to fully participate in your group. 
This means completing any reading or study before your 
group meets. Be ready for discussion.

Social outings and Service Projects: Commit to building 
community and impacting your world.  These activities 
are as important as attending study time.



sample
* 	Priority: While we are in this group, we will give 	

	 the group gatherings priority. All the sessions are 	

	 integrated, with each session building on the sessions 	

	 that precede them. Committed attendance is vital to 	

	 our growth.

* 	Participation: Everyone is encouraged to 	

	 participate, and no one dominates.

* 	Respect: Everyone is given the right to his or 

	 her own opinions, and all questions are encouraged 	

	 and respected.

* Confidentiality: Anything that is said in 	

	 our gathering is never repeated outside the group 	

	 without permission from all group members. 		

	 This is vital in creating the environment of trust 

	 and openness required to build biblical community.

*	Care and Support: Permission is given to call 	

	 upon each other at any time, especially in times of 	

	 crisis. The group will provide care for every member.

* 	Accountability: We agree to let the members 	

	 of our group hold us accountable to commitments 	

	 we make in whatever loving ways we decide upon. 	

	 Unsolicited advice giving is not permitted.

* Mission: We agree, as a group, to reach 		

	 out and invite others to join us and to work toward 	

	 multiplication of our group to form new groups.

* Ministry: We will encourage one another to 	

	 volunteer and serve in a ministry, and to support 	

	 missions by personally serving and giving financially.

		

I agree to all of the above 	 date: 	

Group Covenant


